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By Morris WATKINS 


Just two days ago Lois, the children, 
and I arrived in Nigeria after an ab- 
sence of six years. It is wonderful to 
be “back home” again and to see our 
many missionary friends as well as our 
many American friends. 

We arrived in Port Harcourt (90 
miles from mission headquarters at 
Obot Idim) on Thursday, Aug. 13, just 
32 hours after leaving New York. 

Yesterday we took our weekly dose 
of daraprim, a very effective prophylac- 
tic against malaria. Praise the Lord 
for having given us such drugs which 
make it possible for us to live and work 
in what was formerly known as the 
“White Man’s Graveyard.” 

Yesterday I saw several Moslems in 
Uyo, just five miles from Obot Idim. 
These infidels are making an_ all-out 
effort to convert this entire country of 
35,000,000 inhabitants to Islam. Al- 
ready half the population is Moham- 
medan, and they are making converts 
at the rate of seven to every three who 
are won for Christ. In some areas the 
ratio is 14 to one in favor of Islam. 

Pray that the Lord of the harvest 


may hinder the counsel of the Moslem 
leaders and bring all their efforts to 
naught. And pray that Christian soldiers 
may go onward with greater zeal than 
the Mohammedans, conquering with 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. 

We are living temporarily here at 
Obot Idim until our supplies arrive, 
probably a month from now. Then we 
shall be moving to Ogoja Province, 
some 200 miles to the north (350 by 
road). In the meantime I plan to go 
up there next week to get acquainted 
with the field and to do as much as pos- 
sible to prepare myself for the work. | 

The people of Ogoja are very primi- 
tive. Until about two and a half years 
ago, when Missionary Ottemoeller be- 
gan work in this province, very few of 
them had ever heard the name of Jesus. 

Pray that in the very near future all 
the tribes in the area may in their own 
languages hear the glad tidings of sal- 
vation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
And pray that it may soon come to pass 
that the Good News may be proclaimed 
in every land and in every tongue. 


Large African Clans Without Gospel 


In urban areas of Ogoja, Bansars, and Obudu, Nigeria, many are being added 
to the church, according to Missionary Harold M. Ottemoeller. 
In Obudu in July, 13 adults were baptized and confirmed, and 30 children 
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and infants were baptized. About 300 attended the service. Some have come 
through The Lutheran Hour, and some were taking the Bible correspondence » 
course. One man travels about 50 miles to attend services. 

More and more requests come from those who observe our work. There is: 
a great need for entering the Abakaliki division, where half a million people live.. 
Here the Church of Scotland and the Methodists are not able to send anyone to) 
some clans having over 100,000 people. 

“We are surely failing in our commission,” says Missionary Ottemoeller,, 
“when we allow these people to remain in darkness because we have no one tos 
work in that area 70 miles away from my station and over 40 miles from Mis-— 
sionary Robert L. Lail, Jr. Crimes in this area have received wide publicity, butt 
it would not be dangerous for a missionary and his family.” 
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& News of the Church in the World 


Impending Mergers Stall Canadian Lutheran Talks; 
Discussions Leading to Doctrinal Unity Substituted 


Canadian Lutherans could afford 
financially to establish one church, 
separate and independent of the mother 
churches in the U.S., it was agreed by 
44 pastors and a layman representing 
all sections of Lutheranism in Canada 
at the 1959 “exploratory talks leading 
toward one indigenous Lutheran Church 
in Canada,” held at Winnipeg, Man., 
Sept. 2 and 3. 


Rev. Clifton L. Monk, executive sec- 
retary of Canadian Lutheran World Re- 
lief, pointed out that during 1958 Lu- 
therans of Canada contributed a total 
of $1,500,000 for all causes. Expen- 
ditures during the same time totaled 
$1,440,000. He declared that a pro- 
posed independent church, even by 
1960, could operate within a budget of 
$1,650,000, an amount that could be 
expected merely on the basis of normal 
growth. Yet most of the group agreed 
with President L. W. Koehler of the 
_Manitoba and Saskatchewan District of 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod, who stated that if and when one 
all-Canadian Lutheran Church should 
come into existence, the people would 
express their joy with increased finan- 
cial support. 


The group postponed further merger 
discussions until the TALC group of 
Lutherans and the ULCA-Augustana- 
Suomi-AELC Lutherans have consum- 
mated their respective plans to unite. It 
was decided to substitute a series of 
annual discussions leading to doctrinal 
unity and the establishment of pulpit 
and altar fellowship. 


This decision was made partly as 
a result of the presentation of Dr. A. H. 
Schwermann, President of the Lutheran 
Church — Canada, in which he stated 
that the churches of the Missouri Synod 
were most interested in doctrinal dis- 
cussions leading to unity and also that 
they were not at present free to discuss 
merger. 

Furthermore, Dr. Schwermann ex- 
pressed the opinion that the members 
of the Missouri Synod would become 
confused since they are at present dis- 
cussing the future of the recently estab- 
lished Lutheran Church — Canada. 
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The other reason for changing to 
doctrinal discussions alone was the 
feeling on the part of the two merging 
groups that they, like Missouri, could 
not face in two directions at the same 
time. They could not, they evidently 
felt, effect the smaller mergers and at 
the same time engage actively in dis- 
cussions leading to an all-Lutheran, all- 
Canadian merger. This was, in its way, 
corroboration of the stand taken by 
Dr. Schwermann with respect to the 
churches of the Missouri Synod, states 
Rev. Arne P. Kristo, Vice-President of 
the Lutheran Church — Canada, in his 
report to the WITNEss. 


The “exploratory conversations” of 
1959 also included discussions on the 
question “What do you believe the Holy 
Scriptures to be?” Although there were 
divergencies of viewpoint, it was also 
apparent there was a strong respect for 
the Word of God in all areas of Cana- 
dian Lutheranism. The difference seems 
to be over the question as to whether 
the Scriptures are infallible also in mat- 
ters of geography, historical statements, 
etc. All accept the infallibility of the 
Scriptures in matters of doctrine. 


Three panelists also presented state- 
ments on “The Significance of the Con- 
fessions in the Various Churches.” 


“Tl miss you,” says Vicar Walter Schin- 
dehette to members of Grace Lutheran 
Church, Queens Village, L.1., N. Y., at 
the end of his year of intern service. He 
and some 200 other theological students 
spent a year or two in practical congre- 
gational work before finishing their 
training at the St. Louis and Springfield 
seminaries. 
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NCC Leaders Pledge to 
Support Eisenhower in 
Talks with Khrushchev 


A group of more than 100 clergy- 
men and others representing constituent 
denominations of the National Council 
of Churches called on President Eisen- 
hower Sept. 9 to assure him of their 
support of international visits and of 
the prayers of their churches. 

Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, St. Louis, 
NCC president, read a statement to the 
President declaring that the member 
churches of the NCC will pray in con- 
nection with “the forthcoming series of 
visits which are occupying so much of 
your time” that as loyal American citi- 
zens “we might demonstrate by our 
courtesy and self-discipline that we are 
not overwhelmed by alien and repulsive 
ideologies and that any visitor sees our 
country as it truly is.” 

The National Council, Dr. Dahlberg 
said, has reiterated through its general 
board the conviction that “as a nation, 
we must seize every opportunity for the 
honorable settlement of issues and for 
things that make for peace.” 

“We thank you for your leadership,” 
he told President Eisenhower, “and as- 
sure you of our continuing support in 
the efforts you are making for the peace 
and well-being of mankind.” 

The President said in response that 
belief in religion is the strongest link 
binding the nations of the West together 
in the face of atheist tyranny. 


Famous Name Rises 
From Pages of History 


A famous name rose again from the 
pages of history when Wittenberg Col- 
lege, Springfield, Ohio, school of the 
United Lutheran Church of America, 
changed its name to Wittenberg Uni- 
versity on Sept. 1. 

Germany’s Wittenberg University, 
where Martin Luther taught, was 
founded in 1502 but lost its identity 
when it was merged with the University 
of Halle in 1815. 

Wittenberg College, founded in 1845, 
has functioned as a small university 
through most of its history. A theo- 
logical seminary has always been a part 
of the college. 
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Stiffer Penances 
For Sins Urged 


Vita Pastorale, influential Roman 
Catholic review published in Rome and 
circulated to priests, urged that priests 
make penances stiffer for confessed sins. 

“Penalties for sin,” the review said 
in an editorial, “while being curative, 
must also really punish. In the future, 
the murmuring of a number of Ave 
Marias should not be considered suffi- 
cient amendment for sins of adultery, 
pride, greed, jealousy, and avarice — 
especially where the priest considers 
that the penitent may soon repeat the 
same act. 

“Sinners who have committed certain 
misdeeds or violated moral rules should 
suffer adequate punishment as repair 
for their sins.” This in turn would mean, 
the editorial stated, “rectification of the 
conception that penitence be taken into 
consideration in the form of prayers.” 

It suggested that penances might in- 
clude giving up smoking, drinking, or 
the use of salt and pepper, refraining 
from the use of “I” for a number of 
days, or from expressing opinions. 

The review also proposed that pen- 
ance might constitute forgoing movies 
and parties, getting up earlier than usual 
and working harder, going out of the 
way to be nice to others, and giving 
to the needy the things the sinner cher- 
ishes most. 


As penitence for pride, jealousy, 
anger, envy, or pleasure, the review 
suggested: “Avoid all dangerous oppor- 
tunities and mortify the senses — taste, 
smell, and touch—either by direct 
physical pain or the relinquishing of 
habits.” 


Ask $100 Million for 
New Disciple Churches 


A challenge to step up their giving 
toward a goal of 1,500 new churches 
costing about $100,000,000 during the 
next ten years was made at the recent 
annual meeting of the International 
Convention of Christian Churches (Dis- 
ciples of Christ) at Denver. 

Dr. D. Ray Lindley, new president 
of Texas Christian University, Fort 
Worth, outlined criteria for increasing 
stewardship during the church’s “Dec- 
ade of Decision” expansion program. 

“These include,” he explained, 
“a graded increase in the proportion of 
giving so that by 1970 each church will 
be contributing as much to world causes 
as to its own local needs; an annual in- 
crease in total giving for each church 
by a minimum of ten per cent; and 
a growth in per-capita giving from the 
present 2.5—3 per cent to four, five, 
and even ten per cent.” 

What a completely tithing church 
could accomplish, he observed, “stag- 
gers the imagination.” 


Iowa Attorney General 
Opens Fight Against Smut 


Decisive steps against the distribution 
and sale of filth literature in lowa were 
taken Sept. 1 by Norman A. Erbe, At- 
torney General of the state and member 
of Trinity Lutheran Church, Des 
Moines. 

Mr. Erbe met with the wholesale 
magazine distributors of the state and 
outlined the steps 
he had already 
taken and what 
steps they should 
take to have such 
“filthy books and 
magazines” re- 
moved from the 
stores and news- 
stands that same 
day. He also told 
what steps he 
would take in the 
future to continue 
enforcing the state law on obscenity. 


“The sale and distribution of these 
magazines,” Attorney General Erbe 
noted, “has caused concern to J. Edgar 
Hoover, chief of the FBI,” whom he 
quoted as saying: “The increase in sex 
crimes is due partly to sex literature 
presented in certain magazines.” 


Mr. Erbe also quoted Detroit Police 
Inspector Herbert Case: “There hasn’t 
been a sex murder in the history of our 
department in which the killer wasn’t an 
avid reader of lewd magazines and 
books.” 


“TI call upon voluntary citizens’ 
groups throughout the state,” Mr. Erbe 
told the distributors, “including PTA’s, 
church groups, women’s groups, men’s 
service clubs, and other interested citi- 
zens, to express an aroused public sen- 
timent and opinion to you as distribu- 
tors and to the magazine and news deal- 
ers in their own community, as well as 
assist and co-operate with me and with 
local law enforcement officials in this 
work.” 


In plain words he told them, “If you 
argue that your livelihood depends upon 
the distribution of this sort of porno- 
graphic filth, then I would only say to 
you that I feel sorry for you and would 
suggest that perhaps you had better find 
a new business or don’t engage in this 
business in the state of Iowa.” 


Norman A. Erbe 


The attorney general concluded his 
address with the plea: “I solicit your 
co-operation in eradicating this social 
evil from our newsstands.” 


WORKMEN COMPLETE INSTALLATION of Valparaiso University’s 68-rank organ 


flanking the 6-by-55-foot music window in University Memorial Chapel. The 
organ, with enough pipes to fill the entire west wall of the building, took three 
months to install and was dedicated Sept. 27 with the chapel. 
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Luther Film Attracts 
Big Headlines in Chile 


The movie Martin Luther produced 
a minor sensation in Santiago, Chile, 
When what was supposed to be a “pri- 
vate” showing at a downtown theater 
suddenly became the best-publicized 
film in the city. 

‘The daily tabloid Las Ultimas No- 
ticias devoted its front page the next 
day to a story headlined “ ‘Martin Lu- 
tero’ Debut in Disguise” and reproduced 
a photograph of part of the crowd of 
4,500 persons in the Novedades theater 
looking at the screen at the very mo- 
ment of a close-up of Luther’s face dur- 
ing his famous “Here I Stand” speech 
at the Diet of Worms. 

The newspaper explained that the 
large size of the audience may have 
been due to a misunderstanding on the 
part of many people. One of the regu- 
larly advertised pictures being shown 
at the theater was starring Brigitte 
Bardot. 

Immediate result of the publicity that 
followed the July 29 showing was the 
scheduling of a second showing at the 
same theater on Aug. 15. 


Methodists Explore Ways 
To Ease Racial Tensions 


The first national Methodist Confer- 
ence on Human Relations met at Dallas, 
Tex., for five days early in September 
to explore ways in which the members 
of their church can ease racial tensions 
in America. 

Delivering the keynote address, Bish- 
op Richard C. Raines, Indianapolis, 
declared that “we should remove any 
artificial barrier which keeps any man 
of any race from entering any profes- 
sion, factory, school, or church because 
“of his race. 

_. “Only as we in America achieve right 
‘human relations under the Spirit and 
power of God can God use us effec- 
tively in the achievement of world 
peace,” he stated. “The two thirds of 
the world that is colored will not trust 
nor respond to the declared high ideals 
of the U.S. unless they are embodied 
not only in our laws but exemplified in 
our private and public life.” 


In education, “which is vital to the 
strength and welfare of the U.S. and 
the world,” he continued, superior in- 
dividuals are not confined to any one 


race. , 
~Turning to churches, Bishop. Raines 
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News of the Church in the World 


To BREAK GROUND for an addition to St. Mark’s Lutheran School, Steeleville, Ill., 
150 pupils, their teachers, and 20 congregational officers pulled the plow with 
ropes. Pastor Alvin W. Maack performed the rites Aug. 30. 


charged that they have “lagged behind 
the social and cultural agencies of the 
community. 

“The temptation is always insidiously 
present to base membership of a church 
on congeniality — those whose incomes, 
social practices, and tastes conform to 
our own standards. This is quite proper 
in any other organization almost except 
the church.” 


He stressed that the church was not 
founded ‘on human gregariousness” or 
invented as a “human Strategy.” 

Dr. A. Dudley Ward, Chicago, gen- 
eral secretary of the denomination’s 
Board of Social and Economic Rela- 
tions, emphasized that in racial prob- 
lems the church “brings into these ten- 
sion areas resources no other institution 
in society has. 

“It is the only place; the one institu- 
tion that can bring together people of 
diverse backgrounds and points of inter- 
est to discuss these highly controversial 
issues that are moral issues — without 
tension and bitterness. The essence of 
Christian faith is tied up with the doc- 
trine of love.” 


Dr. M. H. Lundeen Chosen 
Augustana President 


Dr. Malvin H. Lundeen, La Grange, 
Ill., was elected president of the Augus- 
tana Lutheran Church at its recent an- 
nual convention in Hartford, Conn. 
On October 15 he succeeds Dr. Oscar 
A. Benson, who at 68 was ineligible for 
re-election because of his age. 

Dr. Lundeen, 11th president in the 
99-year history of the Augustana 
Church, will probably be its last pres- 
ident in view of the prospect of a 
merger of this church with three other 
Lutheran bodies. 
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ULC Youth Group Hits 
Church Commercialism 


The executive committee of the Lu- 
ther League of America, youth auxil- 
lary of the United Lutheran Church in 
America, has approved a_ statement 
on commercialism in the church. 

“Commercialism in the congregation 
Or in its auxiliaries occurs,” the state- 
ment reads, “when, in the name of the 
church and of our Lord, there is buying 
and selling of products or services 
through such events as fairs, bazaars, 
games of chance, car washes, sales, and 
like enterprises.” 

The statement objected to such 
church-sponsored activities as festivals, 
suppers, baby-sitting services, and theat- 
rical productions “when their purpose 
is raising money for the church.” 

Three points were made in support 
of the committee’s position: 

“Commercialism exploits the name 
of Christ and His church by causing 
members, as well as others, to feel an 
obligation to support such projects be- 
cause a church organization endorses 
them. 

“Commercialism tricks people into 
the satisfaction of thinking they are 
giving to Christ and His church when 
they are receiving a product or service 
in exchange for their money. 

“Commercialism reflects a lack of 
trust in God, in that those who resort 
to its practices are afraid that worthy 
projects will fail if supported solely by 
freewill giving.” 

Included in the statement is a simple 
rule: 

“Whenever a project is too large to 
be financed by freewill giving, it is 
a questionable project for a league be- 
cause its good purpose is outweighed 
by wrong fund-raising methods.” 


Dr. Arnold H. Grumm 


“All things are in the Lord’s hands,” 
said Dr. Arnold H. Grumm when he 
was admitted to the St. Louis Lutheran 
Hospital on June 16. This Spirit-nour- 
ished faith sustained him until God in 
His gracious providence terminated his 
life on Sept. 24. 

At his bedside was his wife, his con- 
stant companion through days and 
nights of intense pain. 

“He never talked about his suffer- 
ing,” said Rev. Edward J. Mahnke, 
hospital chaplain. “He always said 
‘Thank you’ for everything.” 


In this respect the former Vice- 


I am the Light of the world; he 
that followeth Me shall not walk in 
darkness but shall have the light of 
life. John 8:12 


PROPHECY FULFILLED 


Isaiah 9 brings us one of the great- 
est, most beautiful passages of the 
Old Testament: “The people that 
walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; they that dwell in the land of 
the shadow of death, upon them hath 
the light shined.” 

For centuries this word has been 
the symbol of the hope of the world. 
Small wonder, then, that this became 
the Epistle for the Feast of the Na- 
tivity of Our Lord. This was the 
sign that the promise was to be ful- 
filled and that Christianity acknowl- 
edged the fulfillment of the promise. 

Prophecy was the way in which 
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Honorary Vice-President Dtes 


President fulfilled what the San Fran- 
cisco convention heard from President 
Behnken: “Vice-President Grumm said: 
‘I appreciate God’s marvelous grace in 
my life and thank Him for permitting 
me to serve as best I could. There is 
so much for which to be thankful. 
Really I can see only reasons for 
gratitude.’ ” 


After reading Dr. Grumm’s letter 
stating that lung cancer prevented his 
attendance at the San Francisco con- 
vention, Dr. Behnken said: 


“I know God endowed him with ex- 
cellent gifts. I know that he has ever 
used his God-given talents in the in- 
terest of Christ’s kingdom. He did this 
faithfully and conscientiously. His out- 
standing service to Synod will long be 
remembered.” 


On his graduation from the St. Louis 
seminary Dr. Grumm in 1916 accepted 
a call to the Garrison, N. Dak., parish. 
In 1926 he began a 30-year pastorate 
at Grace Congregation, Fargo, where 
he was privileged to see the congrega- 
tion grow from 165 to 700 communi- 
cant members. He also experienced the 
joy of establishing two daughter con- 
gregations. 

In the North Dakota-Montana Dis- 
trict he served as circuit Visitor, 1924 
to 1930, and as chairman of the Mis- 
sion Board, 1930—42. In 1942 the 
District elected him President. 
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hope continued to grow and thrive 
in Israel. In the day of greatest 
blessing it was a promise of greater 
blessings still to come. In the days 
of captivity and slave iabor and utter 
despair it brought the assurance of 
songs of deliverance and light in the 
darkness. 

It must have been a fearful time 
to be alive —man estranged from 
God —an angered God, and His 
people always at the age of incom- 
pleteness. In the schools of the land 
the prophecies were the lessons for 
the day. Their words were both the 
language and the prayers of God’s 
people. The loneliest shepherd tend- 
ing his flocks in faraway places, the 
fishermen on the sea by night, the 
merchants in their caravans recited 
these words of prophecy to keep 
hope alive in a desperate world. In 
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Dr. Grumm became a Vice-President 
of Synod in 1950. In 1956 he was 
elected to the First Vice-Presidency, a 
full-time office, which brought him and 
his family to St. Louis. 


Recognized as an authority on Syn- 
od’s constitution, he was editor of the 
synodical Handbook and served as 
chairman of the Synodical Survey Com- 
mission. He traveled extensively for 
Synod in Europe, South America, and 
the Far East. He also assisted the India 
brethren in forming the India Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church. 


Born Oct. 16, 1893, 
Wis., Dr. Grumm was the son of Rev. 
Fred W. Grumm, pioneer missionary in 
Iowa, and Laura, nee Gunther. He 
studied at California Concordia Col- 
lege, Oakland, and Concordia College, 
Milwaukee. The St. Louis seminary in 
1950 conferred on him the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Divinity. 


Survivors include his wife, the former 
Esther Blume, whom he married in 
1919; three sons: Rev. Walter W., Wa- 
hiawa, Oahu, Hawaii; Rev. Arnold L., 
Warrington, Fla.; Rev. Roland, Evans- 
ville, Ind.; a daughter, Mrs. Verla 
Mehl, Concordia, Mo.; and a foster 
daughter, Alma Boesch, St. Louis. 


Funeral services were conducted in 
Holy Cross Church, St. Louis, Sept. 26, 
by Rev. Walter T. Rossnagel, his pas- 
tor, and President Behnken. 


good and happy days, prophecy was 
the song of the temple choirs and the 
children in the schools, and when 
life ended, this was the only hope 
in which the aged could die. 

For us fulfillment has come. Jesus 
has said, “I am the Light of the 
world.” Our symbol sets the beauty 
of the Messianic rose together with 
the candlestick as a symbol of hope 
and fulfillment. It was regarded as 
a favorite symbol for our Lord be- 
cause of its five petals tipped with 
a blood-red color and the center 
stamens almost forming a star. 

Is there still darkness in the lives 
of men? There need not be if men 
only heeded the word of Christ: “He 
that followeth Me shall not walk in 
fei but shall have the light of 
Liem 

ADALBERT R. KRETZMANN 
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IT TOOK BIG COURAGE 


Kimiko was raised a Buddhist, and her life was far from easy. Austere living 
and fragile health did not go well together in her delicate frame. Besides, there 
_ Was a cancer-ridden stepmother to support. Father Yoneda died two years ago. 

His dutiful 29-year-old daughter also had the “deep gnawing hunger,” as 
Rev. Delbert Schneider aptly describes spiritual hunger. Kimiko, like so many 
other Japanese, was looking for something to satisfy her soul. 

_God intervened in Kimiko’s life by sending illness to me and Mrs. Spicknall 
a little more than a year ago. We needed domestic help at the time. Kimiko was 
referred to us, and we employed her in our quarters at Johnson Air Base, Japan. 

Gradually we got to know Kimiko, and a friendly relationship developed. 
One day she said to Mrs. Spicknall, “You know, ma’am, I understand very well 
when you talk to me. But when you and Sue and Colonel Spicknall are at the 
table together, sometimes I listen, but I do not understand what is said.” 

“We are having family devotions,” Mrs. Spicknall explained. “We read the 
Bible to learn what God has revealed to us. God speaks to us through the Bible 
and we to Him through prayer.” 

Still puzzled, Kimiko said, “I hear words, but I do not understand.” 

Mrs. Spicknall brought Kimiko some tracts from the Tachikawa Lutheran 
Service Center. When she saw the Lutheran symbol, she said, “Oh, are you 
Lutheran? I listen to The Lutheran Hour.” 

Then she related how lonely and depressed she was one Sunday until she 
listened to the broadcast. “Something happened inside,” Kimiko told us. At the 
end of the program Rev. Schneider said that Christ could come to her too. If 
she wanted to know more about Him, she should write to him at the center. 

When Kimiko received her reply, she started taking the Bible correspondence 
course. She studied diligently, but she grew impatient because her lessons and 
grades were so long in coming to her — mail is slow sometimes. 

All this, however, served a good purpose. Kimiko and Mrs. Spicknall began 
to discuss the lessons. Their talks became more frequent and wider in scope. 

Kimiko showed increasing interest in Mrs. Spicknall’s preparation for teaching 
her Sunday school class, especially in the pictures she used as teaching aids. 

For many months Kimiko showed no inclination to attend church with us, 
even though we had often invited her. One day she said, “Last week I broke 
all my Buddha material. My girl friend says I will have very bad luck now — 
something very bad will happen to me. I don’t care. My house has not burned 
down yet. It took big courage for me to do that. From now, I will go to 
church with you.” Since that time she has regularly attended church. 

Baptism interested her greatly. It was a mystery to her. Patient training, liter- 
ature published by Synod, and a sermon on Baptism by Rev. George P. Vojtko, 
pastor at the center, were all part of the effort to help Kimiko understand the mean- 
ing of the sacrament. A year and a half after she heard the Lutheran Hour broad- 
cast that was so significant to her, she said, “I am ready.” 

Pastor Vojtko arranged for her baptism after a number of interviews to de- 
termine her understanding of Christian doctrine. Joy prevailed in our little “con- 
gregation” as we witnessed Kimiko’s baptism. 

It has been wonderful to see how faith in the Lord Jesus has changed some 
of her attitudes, how the peace of God has come over her, how a new-found sense 
of security and joy has replaced her empty feeling of being alone. 

Everyone who notes the number of elements in Kimiko’s conversion will ap- 
preciate the problems of foreign mission work. The Lutheran Hour, the Bible 
correspondence course, tracts, Sunday school lessons, the center, the chaplain 
and other Christians, Lutherans at home who support mission work — all these 
were factors in the Holy Spirit’s reaching for Kimiko’s soul. 

We urgently plead with our people to give missions high priority in their con- 
gregational budgets and personal contributions. Your dollar may have been in- The story of 
strumental in founding a Lutheran mission congregation in Hanno, Japan, to which Kimiko’s conversion 


Kimiko was referred after her confirmation. Ries ; fee ee 
Fewer than one half of one per cent of Japan’s 90 million inhabitants are to Christianity 


Christian, and many have that “deep gnawing hunger.” Everywhere we look as told by 
we can see where the mission effort could be extended. Meanwhile we are grate- : i é 
ful for your support of the Japan mission, through which our Kimiko learned Lt. Col. Pearce Spicknall 


to know her Savior. 7 
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ei here is 
subtle : 
pressure 
to join” 


Do you remember your day of con- 
firmation or of your reception into the 
church? Can you recall the Bible verse 
your pastor spoke over you at that 
time? Could you recapture some of the 
holy thoughts and resolutions that filled 
your heart on that all-important day? 

You made a solemn vow on the day 
of your confirmation. By your answer 
to nine specific questions you confessed 
faith in Jesus Christ as your Redeemer 
and Lord. You gave unmistakable evi- 
dence of your desire to live a Christian 
life during your time on earth. 

The last of the questions asked Lu- 
theran confirmands well sums up the 
matter: “Finally, do you intend faith- 
fully to conform all your life to the 
rule of the divine Word, to be diligent 
in the use of the means of grace, to 
walk as it becometh the Gospel of 
Christ, and in faith, word, and deed to 
remain true to the Triune God, even 
unto death?” Answer: “I do so intend, 
by the grace of God.” 

Adults received as communicant 
members at our altars make a similar 
pledge: “Dost thou intend to continue 
in the confession of this church, to 
make diligent use of the means of grace, 
and to lead a sober, righteous, and 
godly life, even unto the end?” Answer: 
“T do so intend, with the help of God.” 

Each year more than 40,000 teen- 
agers make these solemn promises 
before the altars of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod. These 
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young people ordinarily receive two 
years of intensive instruction before 
their confirmation. Over 35,000 adults 
also take a course of thorough instruc- 
tion in Christian faith and life before 
giving voluntary vows at God’s altar. 


Seeing Things Clearly 


Pastors and teachers will attest that 
those who become full communicant 
members of the church are usually sin- 
cere and desirous of keeping their 
promises. Freedom of religion in 
America makes it possible for us to 
maintain a church membership of con- 
vinced and practicing Christians. No 
one is forced to join the church. Any- 
one may voluntarily leave it if faith and 
conviction are lost. 

Direct and formal challenges to 
Christian faith and life are compara- 
tively few. Most of the religious dan- 
gers which threaten us are veiled and 
indirect. They may even come to us 
from people who are good Christians. 

Contemporary American problems, 
if seen clearly, frequently provide a 
genuine test of faith and love. The 
danger to our Christianity may not be 
immediately apparent. We must re- 
member the apostolic injunction: “Be- 
lieve not every spirit, but try the spirits 
whether they are of God; because many 
false prophets are gone out into the 
world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of 
God: Every spirit that confesseth that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of 
God. ... He that loveth not knoweth 
not God, for God is Love” (1 John 4:1, 
2,8). We must also recall what Saint 
Paul tells us: There are those who “pro- 
fess that they know God; but in works 
they deny Him, being abominable and 
disobedient and unto every good work 
reprobate.” (Titus 1:16) 


Worship and the First Table 


A young Lutheran begins adult life 
with the heartfelt resolve to carry his 
religion into everyday life. He thanks 
God for his faith in Christ and his 
membership in His church. All goes 
well in family and business life. 

Then suddenly Christian faith is 
tested. A closely knit group of business- 
men control the company which em- 
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ploys our young believer. These sea- 
soned, older men observe his work with 
approval. They invite his friendship 
and confidence. It appears certain that 
the young man is headed for a higher 
position and salary. 

Yet there is a price to pay. The 
leaders of his company are members of 
the Ancient Fraternity Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons or of some other quasi- 
religious secret society. It becomes ap- 
parent to the young Christian that he 
will be welcome in the lodge. Business 
advancement will certainly come when 
he becomes a “brother.” 

There is subtle pressure to join. He 
will enjoy the more intimate social and 
fraternal atmosphere of the lodge hall. 
These lodge men are good, solid citi- 
zens; some of them profess Christian 
faith and hold church membership. 

This may be a real test of Christian 
faith. Will our young Christian remain 
true to the Triune God and His holy 
church, or will he compromise his faith 
and church affiliation by joining a secret 
society whose worship is unchristian 
and unites conflicting religious beliefs? 
Will our young believer be able to “go 
it alone” without the aid of lodge mem- 
bership as a help in business and social 
contacts? 3 

Will he remember the words of the — 
Savior, who said (Matthew 16:26): 
“What is a man profited if he shall gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul?” 
Will desire for earthly advancement 
overcome sincere conscience scruples in 
a matter concerning worship and 
prayer? “Thou shalt have no other gods 
before Me” is still the First Command- 
ment, 


Love and the Second Table 


Consider also how a test in a dif- 
ferent area of life may face other Chris- 
tians. A Lutheran family owns a modest 
home in an outlying area of the city. 
The neighbors are all good, law-abiding, 
home-loving people. Most of them 
moved into this newly developed area 
in order to avoid the dirt, crime, and 
dangers of the city. Children play here 
safely on sidewalks and streets. Here 
is a fine community of home and family 
people. Things go along well in the 
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“Church people 
should give 
leadership” 


area. Most of the people belong to 
some Lutheran, Roman Catholic, or 
Protestant church. 

Suddenly a new and completely un- 
expected factor enters. It is rumored 
that a Negro family may purchase 
a home in this idyllic suburban com- 
munity. These Negro citizens have the 

_money and the desire to move to a bet- 
ter section. People immediately become 
aroused. Rumors circulate. rapidly. 
Ugly things are said. Passion, hatred, 
and prejudice flare even among those 
who are ordinarily calm, objective, and 
“broad-minded.” People speak of main- 
taining property values and the future 
of the area. 

Opinion solidifies against any 
“change.” A Community Improvement 
Association is formed with the purpose 
of “keeping out the Negroes” by the 
use of every possible means, fair or 
foul. All who want to maintain “high 
community standards” are urged to join 

“forces. Neighbors of all creeds are 
united in their desire to “keep them 
out.” 

Our young couple, however, has oth- 
er opinions. They believe that people 
should be judged on the basis of individ- 
ual worth and status. These young 
Christians remember the lessons they 
learned concerning the equality of all 
in God’s sight. They recall a pertinent 
verse memorized while attending con- 
firmation instruction: “Have we not all 
one Father? Hath not one God created 
us?” (Malachi 2:10) 

Will our Christians be able to pre- 
serve their equilibrium and, above all, 
their love for their fellow men when 
most of their friends and neighbors are 
aroused by prejudice and blind hatred? 
Will community pressure crush Chris- 
‘tian love? Will Christians in such a sit- 

uation be strong enough to speak up 
for justice and love for all people? 
There are no limitations on the Second 
Great Commandment: “Thou. shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.” 


Confusion Among Good People 


_ There are, of course, many other sit- 
uations which arise to test Christian 
faith and obedience in our time. How- 
ever, the subtle attractions of. lodge 
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membership and the emotionally 
charged factors of racial prejudice pose 
especially keen tests. Even good peo- 
ple are confused concerning the real 
issues at stake. It is easy to profess 
faith in Christ and yet to deny Him, in 
reality, by affiliation with a secret so- 
ciety which teaches work-righteousness, 
Christless prayers, and the worth of all 
religions. It is easy to claim love for 
all men and yet to deny this charity 
when faced with a specific racial situa- 
tion in one’s own neighborhood. 

The world at large will never find 
fault with a Christian or a church body 
for failure to take the First Table of 
the Law seriously. The religious im- 
plications of lodge membership will not 
and should not be a concern of Con- 
gress and our Government. The Chris- 
tian who joins a lodge will usually be 
regarded as a good fellow, a mixer, 
a man among men. Churches which 
tolerate lodge membership among peo- 
ple and clergy may be praised for “tol- 
erance and broad-mindedness.” Con- 
gregations and Christians are under 
constant pressure to “relax” their re- 
quirements, become “more reasonable,” 
and seek to please man by catering to 
naturalistic religious ideals. 

Yet God knows whether hearts are 
wholly knit to Him in Christ or whether 
one attempts to serve Him and Baal. 
The Lord of the church knows how 
many have been led through lodge 
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Many children who attended St. Matthew’s 


vacation Bible school in upper Manhattan 
came from homes with no religious affiliation 


membership to put their trust in works 
rather than in their Savior from sin. 
“For the Lord seeth not as man seeth; 
for man looketh on the outward appear- 
ance, but the Lord looketh on the 
heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). God alone 
knows what His Christians have borne 
and suffered in order to be wholly true 
to Him in heart and worship. 


The World Can Judge 
Life and Conduct 


Racial prejudice and injustice is 
a different matter, however. Here peo- 
ple are able to observe and judge the 
actions of Christians. Racial turmoil 
in America during recent years is a ma- 
jor reason for hatred and distrust of 
our land on the part of millions of 
people. Many in Asia and Africa speak 
of the “ugly American.” Have you 
heard the stories of missionaries who 
report how their work among dark- 
skinned people in foreign lands is seri- 
ously hampered by the fact that racial 
injustices in our country are publicized 
by the Communists? 

The race issue is undoubtedly the 
major social question of our time. 
Churches have been too slow to follow 
a Christian course on the grass-roots 
level, in the local congregation. Surely 
church people should give leadership 
in an area involving human relation- 
ships and the Second Table of the Law. 


(Continued on page 20) 
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WITNESS COMMENT 


> While we point the finger at Russian leaders who 
Grace for Khrushchev. reject God itil Father, let us not forget that many 

Grace is the free and undeserved favor which. a su- Americans do not recognize their relationship with the 
perior grants to his subordinate. The many thousands __ Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. From God’s side that 
of victims of Communist terror received no such for- relationship exists in America as well as in Russia. We 
giving grace from their captors. The ten thousand and claim to be a “Christian” nation. How ironical, then, 
more Russian-zone Germans who were kept from attend- _—to find an atheist upbraiding the immorality of a Holly- 
ing the recent Kirchentag in Munich received no such — wood production staged for his “benefit”! ; 
grace from their leaders. On the other hand, when Mr. Khrushchev said: “We are challenging the capi- 
some American church people were bidden by their talist countries to peaceful competition . . . no blood will 
church authorities to shun Soviet Premier Khrushchev be shed in war.” His tour may or may not stave off a 
during his recent visit here, it must be conceded that this “hot” war, but it should give rise to some real soul 
was no forgiving grace either. searching in America. 


In the parable of the Great Debtor we have surely 
learned a better way. There the king canceled a huge 
debt of ten thousand talents which his servant owed The Bible and Labor Legislation 
him — that was grace! God daily forgives the many 
sins which we commit against Him — that is grace! Is the Bible relevant to modern problems? For an 
Were we as gracious toward our Russian guests as we answer read the words of St. Paul: “Rulers are not a 
should have been? terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not 
The Father has indeed been gracious to us and all be afraid of the power? Do that which is good, and thou 
men. We confess that He is “God the Father Almighty, shalt have praise of the same.” (Romans 13:3) 


Maker of heaven and earth.” Of Him, St. Paul states, How aptly the inspired penman of God answers 
“the whole family in heaven and earth is named” (Ephe- those who so strenuously objected, and still object, to 
sians 3:15). The New Testament word for family, the “unfair, unnecessary, and union-destroying” Lan- 
patria, shows that all men are descendants of the heav- drum-Griffin labor-reform bill recently enacted with such 
enly Father. The family, private or national, is basically an overwhelming majority of votes! 

a patriarchal unit, a group with a father as its head. Were our lawmakers in error when they gave heed | 


_ But how about the great family which our recent to the avalanche of letters and telegrams from outraged 
visitor from Russia, Premier Khrushchev, heads? It is folk at home who pleaded for protection against un- 
interesting to note that his private family, which ac- scrupulous, money-and-power-hungry labor leaders, 
es panes his anes cde ras a ee against blackmail picketing, secondary boycotts, hot- 
unit. Each of his two daughters nas the middle name — cargo deals, intimidation, extortion, embezzlement and 
Nikitchna, and his son’s second name is Nikitovich. misuse of funds on the part of some labor leaders in 
ee am ee a that he will live on in the —¢trategic positions? Is this legislation actually a threat 
_ But the question which many a Christian has on his us EC th oe abi pirat pei t d . 
lips is this: What is the relationship between the Khru- eartcnthic evil 7) aie pra os oe e we S7 
: : : : n ade for 
shchevs and their heavenly Father? When we think of righteous man, Cae RRA cote ahi aliic fond 


the recent Russian pamphlet which contended that the : 
Paee a (1 Timothy 1:9). Our government is not aiming this _ 


sputniks have cast God down from His throne, when we SALE oe be : 
realize that such blasphemous claims may even be in- legislation at legitimate activities of honest unions. Its 


pee eer duaccentuated: nowsthaes the) Russians haves me ts bones end to the misuse of power and to the 
rocketed to the moon, we are deeply shocked. injustice and losses so often inflicted not only on em- 

In retrospect we must be grateful for the minute of ployers but also on helpless workers and on the public | 
silent prayer that was requested on a national scale for which is not at all involved in labor disputes, yet is made > 
11 o’clock on the morning of Mr. Khrushchev’s arrival to suffer great inconvenience, hardship, and losses. “Wilt 
in our country. We must continue to ask that God in His thou then not be afraid of the power? Do that which is 
grace may break down those huge barriers of godlessness good, 


that enclose so many of the Russian people and their Employers, too, must take these words to heart. The 
leaders, that He may open their hearts to the offer of | Toyal law of love toward our fellow men is a two-way 
His grace. street. Management, too, must eliminate injustice and. 


The third day of Mr. Khrushchev’s visit happened wrong. The Bible has a relevant word also to those who) 
to be Citizenship Day (September 17). That was the make their living through the employment of their fel-- 
day on which we observed the 172nd anniversary of the lows: “Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your: 


adoption of the Constitution. Its observance reminds us miseries that shall come upon you. ... Ye have heaped! 
that with the adoption of the Constitution the bulwarks treasure together for the last days. Behold, the hire of: 
of our American democracy were established and safe- the laborers who have reaped down your fields, which is: 
guarded. Such critical issues as states’ rights, slavery, of you kept back by fraud, crieth; and the cries of then} 
and the relationship of the three branches of govern- — which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord! 
ment to one another were resolved by orderly demo- of Sabaoth.” (James 5:1-4) 

cratic process. Such democracy is appreciated by Chris- To both sides the Lord says: “Abhor that which is: 
tians. evil; cleave to that which is good.” (Romans 12:9) 
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To help the general public identify our church with the 
Gospel of Christ is the purpose of our Department of Pub- 
lic Relations. It seeks to build public understanding of 
our church and to remove misunderstandings that could 
prove to be obstacles to the Gospel. 

Staff members at the New York City headquarters have 
working relations with the communications industry — press 
associations, radio and television networks, and magazines. 
as well as with the daily and weekly press throughout the 
country. 

The Washington, D.C., office maintains good relations 
with the Government, supplying information about our 
church to the executive and legislative branches and fur- 
nishing information on government operations to appropriate 
officers and agencies of our church. 

An information service in St. Louis issues the depart- 
ment’s news releases. Press, radio, and television reporters 
throughout the country are informed of important events 
and developments within Synod which are of interest to 
the general public. 

Each of the 32 Districts of Synod has organized a De- 
partment of Public Relations. About 600 volunteer area 
and circuit representatives help carry out the public relations 
program. 

Many congregations have a public relations program. 
Each parish thus contributes toward a better understanding 
of our church in its community and a more effective witness 
for the Gospel. 
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Identifyins OUR CH URCH | 
with the GOSPEL through - - - 


PRESS * RADIO - TELEVISION * MAGAZINES 
EXHIBITS ° FLOATS + DISPLAYS ° SIGNS 


1. “Clothes do not make the man,” but they do help to identify 
him. A neat, clean appearance says something about a church as well 
as about a person. A house of worship that looks run-down and neglected 
is a poor symbol of our victorious faith. Just by looking at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Mattoon, Ill., you know that its members love their 
church and their Savior, to whose glory this house of worship was 
dedicated. 

2. There is probably no better public relations investment for a church 
than an attractive bulletin board that preaches the Gospel to hundreds 
of people 24 hours a day, seven days a week. St. Matthew Church, New 
York City, oldest Lutheran congregation in America, preaches sentence 
sermons to multitudes who pass by its illuminated bulletin board. 

3. “A drop of ink makes millions think.” When the new Trinity 
Lutheran School, Davenport, Iowa, was dedicated, the city newspaper 
told the story with 16 pictures, including a four-color front-page spread, 
and more than 600 column-inches of copy. One picture showed children 
boarding a school bus plainly marked TRINITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL. 

4. The possibilities of radio for preaching the Gospel challenge the 
imagination of every congregation. One radio sermon can reach more 
people than St. Paul addressed during his entire ministry. First Lutheran 
Church, Omaha, Nebr., ten years ago began broadcasting the late morn- 
ing service locally; now it reaches into a nine-state area over six stations. 

5. The “miracle” of television enters doors which might never be 
opened to the church in any other way. Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
Enid, Okla., let a television audience “look in” on its vacation Bible 
school for a half hour each day and now has accepted a 30-minute 
“free time” offer from the local station for a “Sunday school” program. 

6. The popular Martin Luther movie continues to bring the message 
and meaning of the Reformation to countless thousands. It will be seen 
around the world during the coming Reformation season by television 
audiences, theater gatherings, and church groups. 

7. Magazine editors and writers are more and more turning to the 
church and religion for feature materials. Stories of Synod’s work, of 
The Lutheran Hour, and of “This Is the Life” are being told in leading 
magazines. You remember Look magazine’s article on “The Lutherans,” 
for which Synod’s Department of Public Relations had a major editing 
responsibility. 

8. Millions of Americans “come to the fair.” Many churches sponsor 
fair displays to proclaim the Gospel, disseminate information about our 
Synod, and invite visitors to “come to church next Sunday.” Thousands 
saw the exhibit of the Oregon District Lutheran Laymen’s League at the 
Oregon Centennial Exposition. 

9. “Hundreds of cars streamed by.” This is the way the Watson- 
ville, Calif., newspaper reported initial reaction to a living tableau of the 
Easter story presented on the church grounds. by the Walther League 
of Trinity Church. A Nativity scene before Christmas was also described 
as a “traffic stopper.” 

10. The people of Springfield, Ill., knew the meaning of the word 
“Gospel” after seeing the float entered in the annual Chamber of Com- 
merce parade by students of Concordia Seminary. 
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11. Whenever church members appear in public or enter 
a home in their community, they are, as it were, their 
church’s bulletin board going for a walk. What kind of 
message do you preach? What kind of sermon do your 
words and actions deliver? 

12. J. B. Phillips paraphrases Romans 12:17: “Don’t 
say, ‘It doesn’t matter what people think,’ but see that your 
public behavior is above criticism.” Scripture puts it up 
to you. To be a Christian is to live like Christ and for 
Christ. 

13. The church’s efforts to glorify Christ through all 
available means of communication will be in vain if its 
followers do not practice what they preach. What you say 
and what you do will count with Tom, Dick, and Mary. 

14. Dr. H. A. Ironside, for many years pastor of 
Moody Memorial Church, Chicago, was once asked by 
a friend, “What have you found to be the best translation 
of the New Testament?” 

Without hesitation he answered, “My mother’s.” 

“Your mother’s!” his friend said. “I did not know that 
your mother was a scholar who could translate the ancient 
languages.” 

Dr. Ironside explained, ‘““My mother was not a scholar. 
She could not read a single word of Greek or Hebrew. . But 
she translated the New Testament into a beautiful life.” 

Are you translating the Word of God into a beautiful 
life? “Once you were darkness, but now you are light in 
the Lord; walk as children of light.” (Ephesians 5:8 RSV) 
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Dr. Howard A. Matzke 


Dr. Howard A. Matzke, professor of 
anatomy at the University of Kansas, 
Lawrence, and member of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church there, was honored 
by being sent to Europe this summer as 
consultant to the World Federation of 
Neurology at its Antwerp headquarters. 


Because of his outstanding work in 
the field of comparative neuroanatomy 
he was also selected to serve as special 
adviser at the Max Planck Institute, 
Giessen, Germany, concerning research 
on 275 animal brains brought from the 
Belgian Congo. 


An outgrowth of his trip, Dr. Matzke 
stated, may be an international organi- 
zation for the study of animal brains, 
~ which will result in tremendous ad- 
vancement in the study of how diseases 
affect the central nervous system of the 
human being. If he can secure the es- 
tablishment of such a center on the 
University of Kansas campus, the Na- 


“This Is the Life” 


Honored as Consultant 
for World Neurology Group 


tional Institute of Health of the U.S. 
Public Health Service has assured him 
that it would defray the entire cost. 


Besides teaching anatomy, Dr. 
Matzke has done extensive research to 
determine how toxins and viruses such 
as polio spread in the human body and 
how they affect nerve cells. In this con- 
nection he is studying the brains of 
rare animals such as the Australian 
duck-billed platypus, to trace the effect 
of virus diseases. Animals of this kind 
cost from $350 to $1,000 to ship alive 
from Australia. Because of his research 
in this field Dr. Matzke has become 
known as one of the leading neuroanat- 
omists in America. 


Coauthor of a number of books and 
pamphlets, including the textbook Basic 
Neurology, he is presently engaged in 
the ten-year project of writing a new 
textbook. 


Born at Winona, Minn., he attended 
parish school, high school, and Saint 
Mary’s College there, graduating from 
the latter school with the A. B. degree 
in 1941. A graduate fellowship at Saint 
Louis University brought him the M. S. 
degree in 1943. 


After four years as instructor at 
Creighton University, Omaha, Nebr., 
he continued his studies at the Univer- 


Loose Leaves 


sity of Minnesota, gaining his Ph. D. 
Here he came under the influence of 
Dr. A. T. Rasmussen, the greatest 
neuroanatomist in America at the time. 


After serving as assistant professor 
in anatomy at State University in New 
York, he became assistant professor at 
the University of Kansas in 1953 and 
full professor this year. 


A modest professor with an inter- 
national reputation at 39, he commands 
undivided attention when he sits in his 
office filled with laboratory jars, books, 
and charts and tells about his research. 


Above all, Dr. Matzke is a humble 
Christian. Nobody visits with him long 
before realizing that Christ is Savior 
and Lord of his life, that he regards his 
life as a stewardship to be lived to the 
glory of God and to the service of 
humanity. 

Despite his heavy schedule he is never 
too busy for church work. In his con- 
gregation he has been Sunday school 
superintendent, stewardship leader, and 
president of the Lutheran Laymen’s 
League. At the present time he teaches 
a high school Bible class, serves as elder, 
and is on the Kansas District Commit- 
tee on College and University Work. 

He and his wife, the former Grace 
Mahlke, have two children, Judee, 14, 
and Charles, 10. 


Beginning this fall, The Lutheran Church — Mis- 

' souri Synod will start the eighth season of its sponsorship 
-of the television program “This Is the Life.” First intro- 
duced in the fall of 1952, it has been presented as a 

weekly public service continuously since that time. Be- 
ginning this season, it will be shown by more than 300 
TV stations in the United States, Canada, and overseas. 


In the United States alone it can be seen by approxi- 
mately 98 per cent of the nation’s TV homes, and it has 
been estimated that the half-hour dramatic, inspirational 
film has a weekly audience of more than 10 million 
viewers. 

In preparation for the beginning of this year’s series, 
the 200th episode was filmed in Hollywood during the 
summer. It is believed that “This Is the Life” is the only 
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church-produced film to complete so many half-hour 
programs for TV. The secret of the popularity of the 
series will undoubtedly be found in the fact that each 
episode seeks to illustrate some basic Christian message 
as it relates to modern American life, and thus becomes 
a guide for happier living. 


The Missouri Synod is to be congratulated not only 
on its successful production of “This Is the Life” but 
also on its weekly Lutheran Hour broadcast over radio, 
which is reaching all parts of the world. The effective 
use of both TV and radio in evangelism by this great 
and aggressive church body is an example of what can 
be done to disseminate the message of the Gospel through 
modern media of communication. How much more 
could not be achieved if all Lutherans were united and 
worked together as one! 

The Lutheran Companion (Augustana Lutheran Church) 


(471) 15 


| Pro hets 


A Worthwhile Pursuit 


Hosea 6:3: “Come, let us pursue the 
knowledge of the Lord.” 


Life is being lived at a hectic pace 
these days. People are constantly chas- 
ing and pursuing a host of different ob- 
jectives. The momentum is so great 
that the runners do not always stop to 
consider if what they are running after 
is really worth the run. 

The Israelites were great chasers in 
their day. A favorite quest was the fer- 
tility gods of the Canaanites. They 
hastened after these idols like rash and 

_ thoughtless women searching for men 
who might deign to take them. 

Hosea called for a halt to this fever- 
ish chase. He warned his people to con- 
sider what they were hurrying after and 
to realize that their pursuit was stupid 
and vain. He invited them to engage in 
a really worthwhile pursuit — the 
knowledge of God. 

In Hosea’s language the knowledge 
of God meant acceptance of God by 
an act of faith. It meant appropriating 
His grace and love and thus returning 
to the family of God’s children. It 
meant willingness to come to God on 
His terms, with a heart bent on con- 
forming to His holy will. 

The prophet’s call to pursue knowl- 
edge still goes out to us. Let us not fool 
ourselves by arguing that we do not 
need such a summons. Granted, we 
were taught the knowledge of God from 

_ childhood. Granted, we learned some- 
thing about God’s Word from our 
parents, teachers, and pastors. 

But for many of us our pursuit of 

_ other objectives has so dimmed our 
_ knowledge of God that we must learn 
much of the truth of God all over 
again. We must recognize again how 
desperately we need God’s grace in 
_ Christ. We must devote ourselves whole- 
_ heartedly to the Word of God. We must 
make a concerted effort to apply the 
_ whole Word to our lives. 
This chase after knowlege will never 
_ stop this side of heaven. Here we will 
_ never be able to say that we have at- 
tained an adequate knowledge of the 
Lord. But by God’s grace we will 
keep following after it. And this is all 
God asks. If we are in the chase, He 
will for Jesus’ sake credit us with win- 
ning the race. 


ALFRED VON ROHR SAUER 
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The Sanctus 


The Lutheran Liturgy arrives at 
a great climax in the singing of the 
Sanctus. This Latin word means holy; 
from it have been derived words like 
sanctify, sanctification, and sanctuary. 
Because an eternal Sanctus is sung by 
the angels, it is also called the “Se- 
raphic Hymn,” the “Angelic Hymn,” 
and the “Hymn of Glory.” 


Its History and Use 


The Sanctus is taken from Isaiah 
6:2, 3, where the prophet records that 
he had heard it sung by the seraphim. 
This passage is often linked up with 
Daniel 7:10: “Thousand thousands min- 
istered unto Him, and ten thousand 
times ten thousand stood before Him,” 
a vivid picture of the festivities which 
accompany the singing of the Sanctus 
by all the hosts of heaven. 

The festive character of the Sanctus 
is accentuated by the inclusion of two 
threefold Hosannas. Hosanna may be 
a cry for help, but it may also be a cry 
of intense feeling which cannot be trans- 
lated. To these Hosannas is added the 
Benedictus est, “Blessed is He.” This 
entire section is from the joyous song 
of the multitudes at the time Christ 
made His triumphal entry into Jerusa- 
lem: “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is He that cometh in the name 
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 
(Matthew 21:9). The multitudes praised 
Christ as God’s obedient Servant, who 
came to earth “in the name of the Lord” 
to be our Redeemer and King. 

As we sing the Sanctus and attend 
the Lord’s Supper, we are confessing 
our faith in Christ, our Savior. We are 
confessing also that through this blessed 
sacrament Christ enters into our hearts 
and unites Himself with us. Thus, 
while through its threefold “Holy” the 
Sanctus is trinitarian, it is also, through 
its Benedictus est, Christ-centered. 


Heaven and Earth 


The Sanctus stresses that “heaven and 
earth are full of Thy glory.” God’s 
glory knows no bounds. Both heaven 
and earth sing a never-ending Sanctus 
to God, and through this ceaseless use 
our Liturgy reminds us of eternity. 
Hosanna is sung in the highest, in the 


' heavens, by cherubim and seraphim and 
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all the countless host of heaven. It is 
sung also on earth by all communicants 
and by all believers in Christ. 

In the glorious Sanctus of his Mass 
in B Minor, J. S. Bach gives a wonder- 
ful tonal picture of what the Sanctus 
impresses upon us. The sopranos, al- 
tos, and tenors keep repeating “Holy, 
Lord God of Sabaoth” in high sus- 
tained notes and in so doing represent 
the heavenly host. The basses, however, 
sing the same words in strident, majes- 
tic octaves and at a much lower tonal 
level, thus representing God’s children 
on earth below. All combine to sing 
a mighty Sanctus. We have here one 
of the most impressive choruses in all 
musical literature. 


Tradition of Many Christians 


There are many Christians today 
who after the death and burial of 
a relative or friend attend the Lord’s 
Supper with special faithfulness. They 
grasp the opportunity to join with their 
departed relative or friend to sing 
a Sanctus unto God. This practice is 
laudable. We so easily forget that al- 
ready “now are we the sons of God” 
and that, though “it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be” (1 John 3:2), we are 
already members of the eternal king- 
dom of God. 

It is not only our privilege as mem- 
bers of this Kingdom, but it is even our 
duty to arise and join in with the an- 
gels, archangels, and all the company 
of the redeemed to glorify God and to 
extol Him through singing the Sanctus. 
This Sanctus thus contributes substan- 
tially to the value of our Communion 
Liturgy and serves as a great climax. 
From a musical point of view, it is the 
climax of the Service. 

Martin Luther wrote a famous hymn 
known as the “German Sanctus.” Based 
only on Isaiah 6:1-4 and not on Mat- 
thew 21:9, “Isaiah, Mighty Seer, in 
Days of Old” (Lutheran Hymnal, No. 


te 


249) is one of Luther’s most virile 


hymns. This hymn deserves to be rein- 
troduced into our worship, not only 
because it is a great hymn, but more 


so because it helps to keep alive in our — 


services of worship the eucharistic joy 
which the Sanctus so beautifully ex- 
presses. WALTER E. Buszin 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


What’ the 
ANSWER? 


e Sanctification 


e@ Layman communing pastor 


Je 


é Question: How would you 


define “commercialism in the 
church”? 


Answer; Webster’s unabridged New 
International Dictionary defines com- 
mercial, from which commercialism is 
derived, as “having financial profit as 
the primary aim.” From this viewpoint 
“commercialism in the church” would 
denote that a profit-making spirit has 
taken hold and goads the church on to 
use profit-making methods to supply the 
funds for its work. Instead of bringing 
grateful and generous offerings to the 
Lord, such a church prefers to obtain 
a goodly portion of the needed funds 

' from people who would not ordinarily 
contribute, such as the unchurched and 
members of other churches. 

A most glaring instance of such com- 
mercialism is that of the Jewish leaders 
who permitted the purchase and sale of 
sacrificial animals within the very walls 
of God’s sanctuary in Jerusalem (John 
2:13-16; Matt. 21:12, 13). Today it is 
rot uncommon to see churches imbued 
with the merchandising spirit and em- 
ploying all manner of enterprises to 
taise the funds which they as good 
stewards should be bringing to the Lord 

_as thankofferings for blessings received, 
at times even resorting to questionable 
-and in some areas illegal schemes and 
devices. By no stretch of the imagina- 
tion can these things be classified under 
‘gracious Christian giving. Unlike the 
Macedonians (2 Cor. 8:1-5), they ex- 

pect others to do what they themselves 
should do. 

Not all profit-making activities render 
a church guilty of commercialism. One 
can well envision a church membership 
which strives faithfully to practice pro- 
portionate Christian giving, yet arranges 
an occasional fellowship meal, some 
form of entertainment, or a play; sells 
holiday or greeting cards and helpful 
religious literature; offers for sale arti- 
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“Commercialism” in the church 


and justification 


cles fashioned by the loving hands of 
consecrated members who are no longer 
able to make sizable offerings. There is 
no begging from unwilling merchants, 
no charging of fancy prices, no con- 
ducting of lotteries or games of chance, 
no permanent FISH FRY EVERY FRIDAY 
NIGHT sign on the church premises. At 
no time is there the intent to substitute 
profit-making enterprises for gracious 
and generous giving to support the 
Lord’s work. Such practice can hardly 
be classified as mercenary or as com- 
mercialism in the church. 

The line between the legitimate and 
the proper is difficult to draw. It de- 
pends on the spirit and motive. The 
important thing is that each church 
member, moved by the mercies of God, 
strive to be a faithful steward of the 
time, talents, and treasure entrusted to 
him. Outright giving is still the simple, 
easy, Scriptural, and best way of sup- 
porting the church. The contributing 
spirit should rule in our hearts. 


D4 


Question: What is the diff- 
erence between sanctification 
and justification? 


Answer: Both terms occur in Holy 
Scripture in a twofold sense. We speak 
of objective (general) and of subjec- 
tive (individual) justification. The for- 
mer teaches that “God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself” 
(2 Cor. 5:18) and in view of Christ’s 
all-sufficient self-sacrifice declared the 
whole world to be righteous (Rom. 
5:18), not guilty before Him. This 
does not benefit the individual, how- 
ever, until he personally repents and be- 
lieves in Christ as his Savior. When 
that occurs, God justifies or accounts 
him as righteous for Christ’s sake (Luke 
PR-14- Rom, 3:23, 24, 28; 475; Acts 
13:39), pronounces him not guilty. 
That is subjective or personal justifica- 
tion. 
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The term sanctification is also used in 
a wide and in a narrow sense. In the 
wide sense “it comprises all that the 
Holy Ghost does in separating man 
from sin and making him again God’s 
Own. . It includes the bestowal of 
faith, justification, sanctification as the 
inner transformation of man, perse- 
verance in faith, and the complete re- 
newal on Judgment Day.” (1 Cor. 
6H Eps <26:)2: Chess. 2-13) 

In the narrow sense, sanctification is 
the inner transformation or renewal of 
the sinner’s heart, which is wrought by 
the Holy Ghost at the time of the sin- 
ner’s conversion and which impels 
him, in love and gratitude, to walk be- 
fore God in godliness and good works. 

In our normal preaching and teach- 
ing ministry we employ both of these 
terms in their narrow sense. Thus justi- 
fication signifies God’s holding and pro- 
nouncing the believer fully absolved 
from all guilt and punishment for 
Christ’s sake, and sanctification is the 
fruit or result of justification and sig- 
nifies that work of the Holy Spirit 
whereby He impels the converted sinner 
to dedicate himself to the service of 


God and his fellow men. 
? Question: What is the proper 
attire for a layman to wear 
when he is communing the pastor? 
Shall it be street clothes, gown, cas- 
sock, or what? 


Answer: What is the proper attire for 
the pastor to wear when communing the 
people? The Bible gives no directive. 
Tradition, custom, as well as personal 
choice and preference, have established 
a certain pattern within which our 
pastors perform their official duties and 
services in public worship. 

Who will decree what a layman shall 
wear when communing the pastor? 
Opinions may vary here also. All of us 
would agree, however, that he wear 
clothes appropriate to the occasion, con- 
servative, in good taste, preferably a 
churchly robe. If circumstances make 
such lay service a constant necessity in 
order that a pastor might commune fre- 
quently, as is doubtless the case in the 
sparser areas of our synod, the church 
would in our opinion act wisely to ap- 
point one or more men of excellent 
character and reputation, preferably a 
teacher or elder, for that service and 
provide a robe to be worn for the Com- 
munion service. Good taste would de- 
mand that this portion of the service be 
kept in harmony with the accustomed 
appointments and that the introduction 
of disturbing elements be avoided or 


eliminated. O. E. SoHN 
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Bible Study Life-and-Death Proposition, 
Conference on Bible Study Told 


For the church that wants to keep 
the Bible central in its theology, group 
Bible study is a “life-and-death prop- 
Osition,” Dr. Arthur E. Wittmer, Sec- 
retary of Parish Education for the 
Atlantic District, told 45 churchmen 
attending a conference on Bible study 
in St. Louis, Sept. 9 and 10. 


“We have accepted the Bible but 
not Bible study,” he said to the group, 
which included representatives from 
each of Synod’s 32 Districts and from 
various synodical boards. 


Bible class enrollments do not equal 
or exceed our rate of growth in mem- 
bership, the goal set by the San Fran- 
cisco conyention resolution on Bible 
study, because “we haven’t promoted 
our Bible study the way we have pro- 
moted stewardship and evangelism,” 
declared Rev. George R. Naumann of 
the Southeastern District. 

“The desire for results on church 
membership rolls and financial reports 
have overshadowed the real spiritual 
aims of the church,” said Rev. Walter 
Schoenfuhs of the Western District. 


He also noted that often the “little 
people” rather than the “so-called lay 
leaders” of the church are concerned 
about Bible study. 

Emphasizing the basic need for a 
planned program of study, Rev. W. W. 
Koenig of the Southern Nebraska Dis- 
trict said: “If Bible study were once 
to come into its own, many other prob- 
lems in the church would disappear. 


Bible study is functional and deals with 
the whole program of the church.” 

Other District representatives ob- 
served: “Bible study must not be treated 
as a stepchild.” “We definitely must 
again put Bibles into the hands of our 
people.” ‘Where there is no Word of 
God, there can be no faith.” 


Called to explore ways and means of 
implementing the recent convention 
resolution on Bible study, the confer- 
ence heard that the challenging new 
assignment should be faced realistically 
and hopefully, with trust in the power 
of the Holy Spirit, who still works on 
the hearts of His people. 


Included in the program were pres- 
entations by Dr. Oscar E. Feucht on 
“The Place and State of Bible Study in 
the Church”; Dr. Allan H. Jahsmann, 
“The Problems We Face in Improving 
Bible Study”; Rev. Theodore W. 
Schroeder, “A New Look at the Bible 
Class Standard’; Dr. A. C. Mueller, 
“The Selection and Training of Bible 
Class Teachers”; Dr. Arthur E. Haller- 
berg, “The Administration of the Bible 
Class Program in the Local Church”; 
and Dr. Arthur L. Miller, “Developing 
an Adequate Plan for Your District.” 


The following proposals for action 
were suggested: 


1. New attention to increasing the 
number of teachers and training them. 
The October issue of the Bible Class 
Builder will feature this suggestion. 


Discussing conference program (l.—r.): 
Dr. O. E. Feucht, Secretary of Adult 
Education and program chairman; Dr. 
A. E. Hallerberg, Central Illinois Dis- 
trict: Rev. R. A. Frantz, Northwest; 
Dr. A. H. Jahsmann, General Secretary 
of Sunday Schools and _ conference 
chairman; Rev. E. F. Behling, Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan; Herman F. Miller, 
Eastern; Rev. A. H. Polster, Southern. 


2. Administration of the whole Bible 
study program in each church is vital. 

3. The quality of teaching needs im- 
provement, and the Bible Class Stand- 
ard will be a great aid in helping teach- 
ers analyze their own teaching and in 
strengthening it. 

4, Each church needs to engage in 
self-study and to set worthy goals for 
self-improvement. 


5. Each church needs a planned pro- 
gram of study that leads from confir- 
mation to mature adulthood. This 
means a planned curriculum. 


6. Personal attention needs to be 
given to every congregation. 


7. Districtwide conferences of Bible 
class teachers, special Bible-teaching 
missions, and week-long institutes for 
Bible class teachers were proposed. 


Such new frontiers as cottage Bible 
classes, short- and long-term courses in 
an institute program, classes for young 
couples and for parents, week-day as 
well as Sunday classes, were proposed. 

Each District is to take the initiative 
and work out a program suited to the 
need of its constituent churches. 

To indicate the growing edge of po- 
tential enrollment, Dr. Miller pointed 
out that in 1958 our church added 
78,662 communicant members through 
junior and adult confirmations. “If an 
appreciable number of the newly con- 
firmed are enlisted in Bible classes,” he 
said, “this will do much to achieve the 
suggestion of the San Francisco con- 
vention that our Bible class enrollment 
keep pace with our growth in mem- 
bership.” 


District representatives met with the Board of Parish Education to implement convention Bible study 
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resolutions. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Members of Synod are welcome to speak on subjects of their choice — synodical 


policies, practices, customs, issues of the day. and so forth. 


Opinions expressed in 


Pro and Con are not to be regard 
} -garded as those of the WITNEss or of Synod. The Editors 
reserve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters not pertinent. The debates will 


be terminated at the 


discretion of the Editors. 


“Every Three Years” 


Excerpts from replies to the WITNESS comment in the Aug. 11, 1959, issue 


Unbridged Gap 


_ When I received Reports and Memorials 
in May, I skipped through it. When I re- 
ceived my appointment to Committee 13, 
I read and reread the 38 proposals assigned 
to that committee. Then I spent several 
hours with my pastor going over the as- 
signments. However, when the committee 
met, i soon learned that the proposals did 
not contain all the information vital to the 
preparation of an acceptable resolution. 
Therefore I do not believe a condensed 
version of Reports and Memorials or re- 
gional meetings would be of much help. 
I am in favor of a briefing meeting on 
the first day of the convention. 

The use of “encourage” and “urge” in 
convention resolutions shows that the com- 
mittee members were fully aware of the 
approach necessary to achieve the desired 
results in the home congregation. Evi- 
dently congregations are being taken for 
granted. This failure to understand how 
a congregation thinks and works illustrates 
the gap that exists between Synod and the 


- local church. 


Synod is blessed with men who produce 
ideas. Rarely do such men have the same 
genius for interpreting and executing them. 
Business, too, starts out with an idea; next 
it goes to the blueprint department; then 
it goes to production. The unbridged gap 
between Synod and the congregation is this 
blueprint step. 

This need is further illustrated by the 
fact that during the ten days of the con- 
vention hardly any concern was expressed 
about the failure of 60%of our churches 
to- make the $18-per-member goal. The 
idea men had no ideas on this point. Men 
who interpret and put ideas into working 
form — the blueprint department — 
should have been there with suggestions. 


Without a middle body of practical men 


the convention ignored the significance of 


a 60% failure and voted a 20% higher 


budget for 1960, and, if funds would not 
be forthcoming, to operate like our Federal 
Government with deficit spending. 

A 60% failure is significant. Obviously 


‘the members of congregations are not in- 


formed or not so well informed that they 


respond favorably. The 44th convention 
set up no sure method for bringing the 


delegates’ reports to the churches they 


represented. The LUTHERAN WITNESS can’t 
do the job because too few receive or read 
their copy. Could one interpret the failure 


‘of 60% as an indication of disapproval 


of some of the programs of Synod? 

No situation at the convention indicated 
a need for relegating Handbook changes 
to a standing committee. The wording for 
the Handbook should never be surrendered 
by the voting delegates. Similarly, the 
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suggestion that the technical details re- 
garding higher education transcended “the 
understanding of most delegates” and, 
therefore, should be permanently trans- 
ferred to the Board for Higher Education 
displays faulty and arrogant thinking. 
Over half of the voting delegates were col- 
lege graduates. In America we have court 
trials on matters far more technical than 
anything considered at the convention, and 
they are decided quite well by jurors who 
might well be less capable than our dele- 
gates. Probably it is just such unrealistic 
statements as the above that explain why 
congregations must be “encouraged” and 
“urged” and why we have only 40% suc- 
cess in achieving our $18-per-member goal. 

The convention set up a lecture bureau 
for furloughing missionaries. I’d rather 
have them speak at our churches than at 
the convention, unless they talk on a reso- 
lution before the convention. 

The three-minute limit on speeches by 
advisory delegates should be a standing 
requirement at our conventions if the 44th 
was typical. Three minutes are sufficient 
to develop any point. From the way the 
advisory delegates tried to ram through 
certain resolutions by taking over the mi- 
crophones, I am in favor of limiting the 
number of advisory delegates. I question 
the need to have 450 advisers for 700 vot- 
ers. A hundred carefully chosen advisers 
could have handled that job very well. 
The 350 surplus advisory delegates could 
have done a real service for Synod if they 
had occupied the pulpits of voting pastors 
and used this opportunity to inform these 
congregations about Synod, so that we 
would not have 60% non-co-operation. 
Besides, here would be a tidy saving for 
Synod. Just multiply the 350 by the aver- 
age cost to send the delegate to the con- 
vention, which was about $300, and you 
have the nice sum of $105,000. 

I was well satisfied with the work done 
at the 44th convention and sincerely hope 
that the 45th will have a dozen good pro- 
posals suggesting ways for Synod to get 
the support it needs for the $145 million 
program. This amount is not too much 
to expect from 2,500,000 members. 

But something must be done to acquaint 
all our congregations with the task ahead 
of us. The following is a proposal for the 
45th triennial: That-a movie or filmstrip 
be made of the highlights of the conven- 
tion which would be shown at every 
church. This film would be shown by the 
lay and pastoral delegates who represented 
them at the convention. At this program 
there should also be shown a film on how 
Synod works and what the various depart- 
ments do. Only by attending a conven- 
tion can one appreciate the tremendous 
opportunities open to us —and the work 
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and money involved to take advantage of 
these opportunities. But because the aver- 
age church can send a delegate about once 
every thirty years, the only way to acquaint 
congregations with this conclave is to 
bring the convention to the congregation — 
which could best be done by means of 
a movie. Equally important with the reso- 
lution to make a movie is the method for 
showing it at each church at the earliest 
time. Wherever possible, both lay and pas- 
toral delegates should make the presenta- 
tion. 


New Lenox, Ill. CHESTER BOWMAN 


Enough 


“Every Three Years” is enough. Every 
year, or every two, or every three is not 
the answer. The answer is still with the 
people who “gladly hear and learn His 
Word.” The answer is still with the pew 
and the pulpit. If these are weak, no con- 
vention will ever do what God wants the 
pulpit and the pew to do. 

You mention that “lay delegates, in most 
instances, attend only once in a lifetime.” 
Is it not also true of pastors in the parish 
ministry? This is fine, and I don’t expect 
to be a delegate again unless the Lord 
Himself changes the schedule. However, 
there is a Handbook provision which says 
that each member of the faculty of the 
seminaries and teachers colleges shall at- 
tend the convention of Synod “at least 
every nine years.” That does not seem 
fair, and this, J believe, could rightly be 
called luxury. 


Normal, Ill. HERBERT C. PRAGMAN 


Rules of Order 


The patent fact that most voting (and 
advisory) delegates come to synodical 
conventions unprepared is a problem which 
we ought not to ignore. 

One of the evils this invites is discussion 
which is aimed less at informing than at 
influencing votes. At the San Francisco 


. convention, for instance, that was appar- 


ent when the Synodical Survey Commis- 
sion’s majority report was on the floor. 
Many of the arguments were plainly ad 
hominem, designed solely to induce favor- 
able action; yet the implications of the pro- 
posed administrative changes were tremen- 
dous, and the situation called for sober 
analytical and objective discussion. 

The suggestion for extra briefing time 
is excellent, provided the time is given 
to exposition, pure and simple, with not 
a trace of propaganda. It would admit- 
tedly take saintly self-discipline to do such 
a job. 

The suggestion to trim away time-con- 
suming frills is, perhaps, the easiest one 
to adopt. Every minute given to things 
that can be passed up is a moment lost 
to full and free discussion. 

Also, why should a church convention 
be bound slavishly by Robert's Rules of 
Order, especially when nobody knows 
which edition is law? Should each con- 
vention not have its own rules, applying 
only basic features and eliminating such 
as are commonly used for manipulation 
and throttling —in political conventions, 
for instance? 

Thought here, for an example, is of the 
use to which a motion asking for the pre- 
vious question was made when the motion 
was before the convention to defer action 
on the report of the majority of the 
Synodical Survey Commission in order to 
give the churches and boards time to con- 
sider. Like a guillotine that motion cut off 

(Continued on page 21) 
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it 


The Five B’s 
The “Gimmes” 


“Mom, may I go to the movies with 
Jim on Saturday?” asked Billy as he 
brought in the wastebaskets he’d emp- 
tied right after school. 

“That depends on several things,” 
replied Betty, his mother. “If your 
homework is finished, if it’s a good 
movie, and if you can afford it... .” 

“What homework?” asked Billy. 

“Your Sunday school lesson, school 
work, and home chores.” 

“Tll have them all done before Satur- 
day afternoon,” Billy promised eagerly. 
“And who'll pay for the movie?” 

“Tll take it out of my allowance.” 

“But you've already borrowed on 
next week’s allowance to buy the model 
airplane! Remember?” Betty stated 
kindly but firmly. 

“The trouble with him,” interrupted 
Babs, “is that he’s got the ‘gimmes.’ He 
wants everything he sees. He hasn’t 
even finished putting that airplane to- 
gether.” 

“T gave it to Bart,” replied Billy in 
self-defense. 

“Big deal!” said Babs. “You didn’t 
really want it after you bought it. So 
you gave it away.” 

“There’s a word for that weakness,” 
said Betty. “It’s greediness, the desire 
to own everything one sees. The Bible 
also calls it covetousness. It’s one of 
our many sins which nailed Jesus to 
the cross.” 

“But going to the movies isn’t a sin. 
You’ve said so before,” Billy argued. 

“But living on borrowed money and 
spending more than you earn and want- 
ing everything you see are sins,” coun- 
tered Betty. “Everyone seems to be 
living on borrowed money and charge 
accounts. You may as well learn right 
now that spending more than your in- 
come is asking for serious trouble.” 

Billy gave up. He saw that he had 
lost the argument. And he didn’t want 
to displease the Lord. Besides, he knew 
that this particular movie was 
a “thriller” and not what his mother 
would call “good.” She probably 
wouldn’t let him go if he had the price. 
No use even discussing it. 

So he turned and ran out to play, 
wondering if it was really true that he 
was greedy, covetous, or as Babs put 
it, had the “gimmes,” ERASK) 
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Two TESTS 


(Continued from page 9) 
The Will of God 


“Beloved, let us love one another,” 
writes John; “for love is of God; and 
everyone that loveth is born of God and 
knoweth God. He that loveth not 
knoweth not God, for God is Love... . 
If a man say, I love God, and hateth 
his brother, he is a liar; for he that 
loveth not his brother whom he hath 
seen, how can he love God whom he 
hath not seen? And this commandment 
have we from Him, That he who loveth 
God love his brother also.” (1 John 
Abe Tate. OAD, AAV) 

St. John clearly teaches us that love 
of God and love of man are both es- 
sential elements in Christianity. Both 
are being tested today in many ways 
and places. The lodge issue is for many 
an acid test of Christian faith. The race 
issue may for some be the supreme test 
of Christian love. 

When such trials come to us, we may 
experience stress, pain, and loss. Many 
a Christian has suffered in business and 
social life because of his refusal to join 
an anti- or un-Christian secret society. 
Many a believer has suffered scorn, 
hatred, and even physical danger be- 
cause he spoke up in defense of the 
rights and position of his brother of 
another color. Should this surprise us? 
Did Christ ever say that His way was 
easy or popular with the masses? Did 
the saints and heroes of past days find 
the going easy? 


We Help One Another 


Christians can help one another, 
however. Perhaps a fellow congrega- 
tion member who left the lodge can en- 
courage you by telling of his experi- 
ences. Your pastor will surely help 
you find your way as you study the issue 
of lodge religion versus Christianity. 
Concordia Publishing House has many 
excellent books, pamphlets, and tracts 
on the lodge issue. Synod’s Commission 
on Fraternal Organizations, with an 
office at 210 North Broadway, St. Louis 
2, Mo., can offer detailed information 


How Bright Is Your Lamp? 


How bright is the lamp you carry 
To light the paths of earth 

As you go traveling onward? 
What is your lantern’s worth? 


Have you the oil of the Spirit 
Within your lamp today 
That you may guide another 
Along the Narrow Way? 
THELMA ALLINDER 
Osceola, Nebr. 
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and technical advice concerning almost 
any order or phase of secretism in 
America. 

Speak of the matter of racial prej- 
udice and injustice with fellow church 
members. Here is a lively topic for 
discussion at church council, voters’, 
league, and guild meetings. Consider 
what you can do as individuals and as 
a congregation to combat racial preju- 
dice in the church, community, nation, 
and world. The Lutheran Human Re- 
lations Association, with offices at Val- 
paraiso University, has a wealth of 
religious, historical, and sociological 
information which is most helpful in 
aiding one to understand the present 
crisis in race relations in America and 
the world. 

Many are the trials of our Christian 
faith and life. The subtle attractions 
of lodge membership and the dangers 
of racial hatred and prejudice are typi- 
cally modern tests of Christian faith 
and obedience. The first is largely a 
spiritual matter which the world will 
never understand, since it involves 
faith and worship. The second is 
known and seen by all men, since it 
involves our conduct and relationship 
with others. 

When either or both tests confront 
us, may we remember the love of our 
Lord Jesus Christ for us, the will of 
God, and the promises which we made 
to Him on the day of our reception 
into His holy church! 


Hawaii Sends Active 
Churchmen to Congress 


Hawaii, newest state in the Union, 
is represented in Congress by three 
active churchmen. 

One of its Senators, Oren E. Long,¥| 
a native of Kansas, studied for the Dis- 
ciples of Christ ministry but turned to 
teaching instead. He is a trustee of 
First Christian Church of Honolulu, a 
former president of the YMCA of Ha- 
waii, and a leader in Boy Scout work. 

Sen. Hirma L. Fong, the first Chi- 
nese-American elected to Congress, be- 
sides being a trustee of the First Chinese 
Christian Church of Honolulu and its 
treasurer, has also been active in youth 
work. 

Rep. Daniel K. Inouye, the first Jap- 
anese-American elected to Congress, is 
an active Methodist layman. He has 
also been active in YMCA work and is 
a member of the board of directors of | 
the Honolulu Council of Churches. 

The election of three active Chris- 
tians as Hawaii’s first representatives to. 
Congress is the more unusual since the 
new state is the only one in which non- 
Christian faiths are in the majority. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


PRo AND Con 
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debate soon after it had begun. It would 
be difficult to justify the use of rules of 
order for such a purpose. 


St. Louis, Mo. JOHN C. BAuR 


Clue to Solution 


_.. . The clue to the solution of this 
problem can be found in the words: “Un- 
like pastors, who may attend two or three 
synodical conventions, lay delegates in 
most instances attend only once in_a life- 
time.” To solve this problem for both the 
lay and clerical delegates, it will be neces- 
sary for our Synod to adopt a system 
somewhat like that of our Congress. Dele- 
gates should be elected on the basis of 
ability and knowledge rather than on 
“Whose turn is it this time?” as is usually 
the case. Men ought to be returned to 
succeeding conventions if they have dem- 
onstrated ability. Thus an able layman or 
paster might serve any number of terms, 
and through the years he would gain in- 
sight and experience, both necessary and 
presently denied him under the present 
sytem. ; 

Two further areas of reform are re- 
quired. First, it is obvious that the amount 
of business to be conducted would be re- 
duced if the conventions were held more 
frequently. Second, representation at the 
conventions should be based on a per- 
capita basis rather than on the present 
system, where representation is based on 
the number of congregations in a given 
area. 


Wellington, Kans. HANS BOEHRINGER 


Additional Questions 


Additional questions which might be 
_Yaised are these: 


1) To what extent does a delegate rep- 
resent his constituency? The undersigned 
was a delegate simply because it was his 
“turn.” There is no reason to believe that 
he would have been the particular choice 
of his circuit had there been a choice. 
How frequently is this situation repeated 
throughout Synod? 

2) Why is so much time allowed for 
matters seemingly not essential to the con- 
vention during the first week and then dis- 
cussion limited when burning issues are 
under consideration? 

3) Why is a theologian not of our fel- 
lowship permitted to instruct a convention 
for an entire evening? 

4) Is there a possibility that those who 
“are holdovers from convention to conven- 
tion control conventions more than we 
“would care to admit? District Presidents, 
executives, members of the Praesidium and 
of the Board of Directors come to mind. 

5) Is it not strange that so many really 
progressive resolutions must emanate from 
unofficial sources, such as the one on hu- 

man relations? 

6) Is it not time we faced the fact that 
~“You are Synod” seems to be less and less 
applicable and ceased deluding ourselves 
with the idea that we actually have a great 
deal to say about the way in which things 
-are done? 

7) How many of the voting delegates 
were qualified to pass on the Brief State- 
ment or the Synodical Conference State- 

ment on Scripture? 
(Rev.) ARTHUR M. WEBER 

New York, N. Y. « 
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Deaths 


WILLIAM FREsE, Aug. 23, 1873, Tona- 
wanda, N.Y., to April 24, 1959, Mt. Car- 
mel, Ill.; son of Rev. J. C. L. and Louise 
Richter Frese; graduated Springfield sem- 
inary, 1896; parishes: Poplar Bluff, Mo.; 
Council Bluffs, Denison, lowa, 1903—37, 
when he retired. Survivors: Elizabeth Bo- 
secker Frese; sons Walter, Carl; daughters 
Ruth Brock, Alma Naftzger, Helen 
Mundy. Funeral: April 27, Mount Carmel. 


EpGar E. HELLWEGE, Oct. 29, 1900, 
Hillsboro, Kans., to Aug. 31, 1959, Stutt- 
gart, Ark.; son of Rey. Reinhold and 
Louise Pohlmann Hellwege; graduated 
Seward teachers college, 1920; schools: 
Sterling, Papillion, West Point, Nebr.; 
Hannibal, Mo.; Stuttgart, Ark., 194759. 
Survivors: Paula Seibel Hellwege; daugh- 
ters Elaine Neumann, Lois. Funeral: Sept. 
3, Stuttgart; interment, Lone Tree Ceme- 
tery. 


OTTo TurK, Dec. 4, 1880, Langenau, 
Germany, to Aug. 7, 1959, Detroit, Mich.; 
son of Karl and Eva Kubkowski Turk; 
graduated St. Louis seminary, 1903; par- 
ishes: Kappa, Kokomo, Goodland-Knei- 
man-Parr, Mishawaka, Ind.; Niles, Mich.; 
institutional chaplain, Detroit, 192459, 
Survivors: Marie Roegge Turk; son Henry; 
daughter Ruth Sattelmeier. Funeral: Aug. 
11, Detroit. 


Books 


Horizons of Christian Community. By 
Paul S. Minear. The Bethany Press, 
Sicouismml 2 jmpacessuin 275: 


The author is a foremost Biblical 
scholar of our time. He takes up many of 
the descriptions and pictures for the 
church used by the New Testament, with 
a thoroughness remarkable in such brief 
compass. The result is an overpowering 
emphasis on the church as a company of 
Christians living under Christ, for the sake 
of one another, battling with Satan, show- 
ing forth God’s glory. 

RICHARD R. CAEMMERER 


Crises Experiences. By V. Raymond Ed- 
man. Moody Press, Chicago. 96 
pages. $ .20. 


Stimulating testimonies of individuals 
who found the life in Christ. Useful for 
Christians in understanding the nature of 
spiritual life and in preparing their own 
testimonies. 


What Concerns North American Youth. 
By Sarah S. Parrott. Friendship 
Press, New York. 80 pages. $ .75. 


The average teen-ager walking down 
Main Street for a “coke” at the drugstore 
knows more about Europe, Asia, and, in- 
creasingly, about Africa than did his 
counterpart of 20 years ago. But there is 
little progress when it comes to knowledge 
of the Americas. The rest of his own 
hemisphere swims in rather hazy focus. 
This little booklet tries to show the young 
person in Middletown, U.S. A., that his 
opposite numbers in Puerto Rico, Alaska, 
Mexico, and other places have human 
substance and, moreover, the same sort 
of physical and spiritual needs as he feels. 

W. J. DANKER 
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Land Beyond the Nile. By Malcolm Fors- 
berg. Harper and Bros., New York. 
232 pages. $3.95. 


The anthropologist said, “Without doubt, 
these Uduks are one of the most primitive 
tribes on the continent of Africa.” But to 
the missionary pioneer this was only an 
added challenge to faith. In a good piece 
of missionary writing Malcolm Forsberg 
tells of his trials and his adventures under 
the famed Sudan Interior Mission which 
led him at last to his moment of fulfill- 
ment, many years later, when he could re- 
ceive Holy Communion in a service led > 
by his first Uduk convert. To read this 
book is to share in the triumph of the 
Gospel. W. J. DANKER 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 
Ordained and Installed: 


Bittner, Victor, Immanuel, Powell, Wyo., by 
Rudolph Weiser, Aug. 23. 

Haberkost, James P., Grace, Streamwood, IIl., 
by L. W. Schuth, July 19. 

Harms, Raymond L., St. Paul, Wadena (Wa- 
dena, Margo, Nut Mountain Parish) Sask., 
Can., by Stanley Rosenau, Aug. 23. 

Prowatzke, Armin, Shepherd of the Desert, 
Page, Ariz., by Dale Schultz, Aug. 9. 

Putt, Kenneth J., Kingsland Mission, Calgary, 
Alta., Can., by Alfred F. Miller, Aug. 16, 

Rehwinkel, Eugene A., assoc. pastor, St. John, 
Watertown, Wis., by Victor Dahlke, Aug. 16. 

Schave, Warren H., as missionary in Lamar, 
Colo., by Leo J. Fenske, Aug. 23. 

Stallsmith, Wayne L., King of Kings, Renton, 

Wash., by Luther E. Russert, Aug. 16. 

Treit, Elroy M., as missionary in Vancouver, 
in Bethlehem, Vancouver, B. C., Can., by 
Henry Treit, Aug. 16. 


Ordained and Commissioned: 


Harms, Walter W. F., as missionary to Japan, 
in Grace, Norfolk, Nebr., by John C. W. 
Harms, Aug. 16. 

Ige, Daniel S., as missionary to Japan, in 
Hope, Los Angeles, Calif., by Pres. Victor L. 
Behnken, Aug. 9. 

Kauth, Roland, as missionary to Nigeria, in 
Bethlehem, Kennewick, Wash., by (Gi 
Schroeder, Aug. 16. 


Installed: PASTORS 


Bornemann, George W., Redeemer, Elmhurst, 
Ill., by Waldemar R. Kissling, Aug. 23. 

Bunkowske, W. A., St. Martin, Alexandria, by 
N. G. Hildebrandt, and St.John, Emery, 
S. Dak., by P. R. Albrecht, Aug. 30. 

Eberhard, David, Riverside, Detroit, Mich., by 
Philip Janz, Aug. 23. 
Frederick, Parke, asst. pastor, St. Paul, Fair- 
mont, Minn., by Otto F. Krause, Aug. 16. 
Guebert, Paul N., Zion, Leigh, Nebr., by 
George E. Schubarth, Aug. 23. 

Hahn, Frederick F., Immanuel, Englewood, 
Colo., by Walter F. Geihsler, Aug. 23. 

Hakes, Joseph E., asst. pastor, Zion, Hopkins, 
Minn., by H. W. Brill, Aug. 2. 

Hessler, Edward A., Trinity, Conklin, Mich., 
by Victor G. Meyer, Aug. 16. 

Hinz, Gustav, St. Paul, Amboy, Minn., by E. D. 
Eifert, Aug. 23. 

Mueller, Ralph W., St. John, Gregory, S. Dak., 
by Walter Klipp, Aug. 2. 

Pingel, Alva F., Jr., Our Savior, Aberdeen, 
S. Dak., by W. J. Link, Aug. 23. 

Reutz, Frederick W., Our Savior, Sulphur 
Springs, Tex., by Robert W. Helberg, Aug. 2. 

Schaeffer, Donald D., Calvary, Charleston, 
S. C., by Dean E. Tegeler, Aug. 23. 

Schroeder, Siegfried, Trinity, Fremont, Nebr., 
by Ernest Eckhardt, Aug. 30. ' 

Schuessler, Paul E., Pilgrim, St. Paul, Minn., 
by P. M. Krause, Aug. 9. 

Tessmann, Harold H., Grace, Clarksville, 
Tenn., by J. V. Kimpel, Aug. 23. , 
Wenger, Arnold E., St. Paul, Sheboygan, Wis., 

by Erich M. Keller, Aug. 9. 4 
Wollenburg, George, St. Paul, Bridger, by 
Pres. Paul M. Freiburger, and St. John, 
Belfry, Mont., by Maynard Hilgendorf, 
Aug. 23. ’ 
Wyppich, Carl F., St. Martin, Colden (Boston 
Hill), N. Y., by H. Earl Miller, Aug. 23. 
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Installed: TEACHERS 


Albers, Harold E., Our Reedemer, Wauwatosa, 
Wis., by Walter H. Rengstorf, Aug. 16. 

Beardsley, Ronald, Immanuel, Clarinda, lowa, 
by W. H. Discher, Aug. 16. ; 

Bode, Gerhard F., St. John, Austin, Minn., by 
R. B. Hamp, Aug. 2. AAs 

Burron, Douglas S., Immanuel, Plainview, 
Minn., by Rodney W. Riese, Aug. 16. ; 

Cholcher, Cand. Donald L., First, Fort Smith, 
Ark., by E. W. Callies, Aug. 23. 

Dubke, Cand. Darwin C., Bethlehem, Sylvan 
Grove, Kans., by Edwin F. Peter, Aug. 16. 

Fadler, Cand. John, Holy Cross, Cole Camp, 
Mo., by Albert J. F. Meier, July 12. : 

Fiebig, Elmer F., principal, St. Paul Luth. High 
School, in Jehovah, St. Paul, Minn., by Ed- 
gar J. Otto, Jr., Aug. 9. 

Gaede, Cand. Richard, Zion, Pasadena, Tex., 
by W. F. Bielefeldt, Aug. 30. 

Jones, Leroy E., Grace, Concord, N. C., by 
R. E. Neely, Aug. 23. 

Kalthoff, Cand. Donald, Holy Cross, North 
Miami, Fla., by B. F. Schumacher, June 7. 

Kellermann, Robert, Grace, Lancaster, Calif., 
by O. W. Mieger, Aug. 23. 

Kelly, Adrian P., Immanuel, Wentzville, Mo., 
by William Gerike, Aug. 23. 

Kinkel, Cand. Neil, St. Paul, Austin, Tex., by 
Albert F. Jesse, Aug. 30. 


Klinker, Donald, St. John, Columbus, Nebr., 
by George E. Schubarth, Aug. 16. 
Kottmeier, Cand. Theodore, Gethsemane, 


Rochester (Brooklands), Mich., by Norman 
H. Kuck, Aug. 23. 

Krage, Cand. Richard, Trinity, Springfield, Il1., 
by Lewis C. Niemoeller, Aug. 23. 

Laesch, Roger, Cross, Milwaukee, Wis., by 
H. H. Schauland, Aug. 9. 

Liebenow, Herbert, principal, St. Paul, Saint 
Louis, Mo., by M. L. Rudnick, Aug. 9. 

Meyer, Cand. Paul W., Holy Cross, Wichita, 
Kans., by M. J. Hartenberger, Aug. 30. 

Mueller, Raymond J., Holy Cross, Wichita, 
Kans., by M. J. Hartenberger, Aug. 30. 

Nestler, Cand. Robert, St. John, Ellisville, Mo., 
by Walter L. Rosin, Aug. 23. 

Pfund, Cand. Roy, St. Stephen, Hickory, N. C., 
by L. A. Wolf, Aug. 23. 

Preuss, Theodore C., Christ, Peoria, Ill., by 
Harry A. Timm, Aug. 23. 

Schmiel, Gerhard A., St. John, Niles, Ill., by 
Martin H. Behling, Aug. 30. 

Schnackenberg, Cand. Eldo, 
borne, Mo., by O. G. Tiemann, Aug. 16. 

Schollmeyer, Cand. Robert, Christ, Peoria, IIl., 
by Harry A. Timm, Aug. 23. 

Sylwester, H. J., Immanuel, Junction City, 
Kans., by Arnold E. Oldehoeft, Aug. 23. 
Teuscher, H. W. F., St. Paul, Napoleon, Ohio, 

by E. A. Laabs, Aug. 23. 
Trinklein, Roland, St. John, Galveston, Tex., 
by J. W. Jackson, Aug. 23. 

Waldow, Cand. Carl M., Holy Cross, Chicago, 
Ill., by A. H. Constien, Aug. 23. 
Wenzel, Cand. Roy St. James, Grand 

Rapids, Mich., by E. D. Brockopp, Aug. 30. 
Wessler, Martin, Trinity, Springfield, Ill., by 
Lewis C. Niemoeller, Aug. 23. 


Trinity, Nor- 


Official Notices 


Rev. Donald Heitner, Staten Island, N. Y., 
has been appointed Counselor of the Man- 
hattan Circuit to succeed Rev. Geo. Wehmeyer, 
who accepted a call into another District. — 
H. J. Ripert, President, Atlantic District. 


Rev. Erwin L. Feyerherm, Amherst, Nebr., 
has been appointed Counselor of the Kearney 
Circuit to succeed Rev. Ernest O. Potratz, who 
has retired. — Henry F. Kroun, President, 
Southern Nebraska District. 


Rev. Carl Mutschink, New Braunfels, Tex., 
has been appointed Counselor of Circuit 26 
to succeed Rev. Elmer Neunaber, who ac- 
cepted a call into another circuit. 


Rev. R. E. Jones, Garland, Tex., has been 
appointed Counselor of Circuit 9 to succeed 
Rev. Vernon Appel, who accepted a call into 
another circuit. 


Rev. Theo. Schubkegel, Austin, Tex., has 
been appointed Counselor of Circuit 24 to 
succeed Rev. Ottis Sauls, who accepted a call 
into another District. 


Rev. L. F. Westermann, Navasota, Tex., has 
been appointed Counselor of Circuit 16 to 
succeed Rey. A. J. Niemann, who accepted 
a call into another circuit. 


Because of the election of Dr. Roland 
Wiederaenders as Second Vice-President of 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, the 
undersigned has become President of the 
Texas District; Rev. Carl Gaertner has be- 
come First Vice-President; Rev. G. W. Oben- 
haus, Second Vice-President; Rev. George 
Heinemeier, Third Vice-President; Rev. Mar- 
tin Ramming, Fourth Vice-President. 


ALBERT F. JESSE, President 
Texas District 


Ppl 


Call for Nominations 
Executive Director of Synod 


The San Francisco Convention of Synod re- 
solved to follow the recommendation of the 
Survey Commission to change its organiza- 
tional structure for more efficient and effec- 
tive service to the church. : 

A keyman in this administration plan is 
the Executive Director. His duties, as re- 
solved by Synod, shall include the following: 

A. Assist the President in his administra- 
tive supervisory duties. 

B. Serve the Board of Directors as its ex- 
ecutive officer. 


C. Serve as chairman of the Council of 
Administrators proposed in Section VI of the 
report of the Survey Commission to Synod. 


D. Exercise leadership among the divisional 
chairmen of all divisions, except the Division 
of Finance and the Division of Controllership, 
by guiding and counseling them in their plan- 
ning, budgetary, and other divisional leader- 
ship activities; by encouraging them in the 
use of sound administrative techniques; by 
generating teamwork among them; and by ad- 
vising them in the solution of their problems. 


E. Be continuously alert to opportunities 
for the practice of economy and for the in- 
crease of effectiveness in the divisions rep- 
resented by the divisional chairmen. 


F. Encourage and promote effectiveness 
and economy through the only means by 
which these ends can be achieved in a dy- 
namic organization: competent planning, good 
organization, and willing self-control — all 
this in all agencies but always within a frame- 
work and in a spirit of common interest in 
the pursuit of common ends. 


G. Promote the utilization of research fa- 
cilities, research data, and research conclu- 
sions in the formation of agency plans and in 
the integration of these plans. 


H. Present and defend such _ integrated 
plans and budgets to the Board of Directors 
and communicate to this Board the requests 
and inquiries of the agencies of Synod. 


I. Act as the agent of the Board in convey- 
ing to the agencies of Synod the decisions of 
the Board, and act as its agent in supervising 
the observance of these decisions. 


J. Keep the Board adequately informed on 
progress toward the execution of synodically 
adopted plans and on the observance of 
policies. 


The nominee may be a layman, a teacher, 
or a pastor. The Nominating Committee au- 
thorized by Synod herewith issues this call for 
candidates. 

Each congregation may nominate candi- 
dates for this office. Names and descriptions 
of candidates should be sent to the secretar 
of the Nominating Committee, Prof. L. C. 
Wuerffel, 801 De Mun Avenue, St. Louis 5, 
Mo., before Nov. 13, 1959. — Grorce W. WirT- 
MER, Chairman. 


Colloquies 


According to the regulations of The Lu- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod and by au- 
thorization of the faculty of Concordia Teach- 
ers College, River Forest, Ill, Richard F. 
Streit, A.M., Chicago, Ill.,.and William R. 
Wolfram, B. A., Moorhead, Minn., have been 
examined by a committee of the faculty and 
have given satisfactory evidence of their 
spiritual maturity, doctrinal knowledge, and 
understanding of Christian education and 
church practice. They are herewith declared 
eligible for a divine call to the teaching pro- 
fession of our church. — M. KOEHNEKE, 
Concordia Teachers College, River Forest, Ill. 


Election Results 


Dr. Leslie R. Zeddies, River Forest, Iil., 
and Dr. Armand H. Ulbrich, Detroit, Mich., 
were extended calls to associate professor- 
ships in music and in language-humanities 
respectively at Concordia Teachers College, 
River Forest, Ill. — Rev. Erwin L. Paut, Sec- 
retary, Board of Control. 


Call Accepted 


Rev. Reuben C. Beisel, Minneapolis, Minn., 
has accepted the call to the presidency of 
St. John’s College, Winfield, Kans. — Rev. 
Eart W. Scumissine, Secretary, Board of 
Control. 


Proposed Change in Constitution 


_ On June 26, 1959, the 44th regular conven- 
tion of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod, assembled in San Francisco, Calif., 
adopted by a more than two-thirds majority 
a resolution to amend Article XII, Section 5 
of the Constitution to read as follows: 
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’ 


The election and time of service of the 
District officers shall be determined by the 
Bylaws of the Constitution of the Synod. 


This new wording is to replace the present 
Section 5 of Article XII of the Constitution, 
which reads: “The election of the District 
officers always takes place in the year follow- 
ing the regular session of Synod. ; 

This adopted amendment in the Constitu- 
tion is herewith being submitted to the con- 
gregations of Synod in accordance with the 
provisions of Article XIV: 

3. After adoption by the convention such 
amendments shall be submitted to the con- 
gregations of Synod by means of three an- 
nouncements in the official organs within 
three months after the close of the con- 
vention. 

4. Unless one third of the congregations 
in voting membership in Synod file a vote 
of dissent with the Secretary of Synod 
within a period of six months following 
the date of the final official publication, 
such amendment shall become effective at 
such time. At the expiration of this period 
of time the Secretary of Synod shall an- 
nounce in the official organs of Synod 
whether or not such amendment is 
effective. 

5. In case fewer than one third of the 
number of congregations vote against the 
change, the names of dissenting congre- 
gations should be published. 


The third and final announcement of this 
adopted change will appear in the LuTHERAN 
WItNEss under date of Oct. 20, 1959. Accord- 
ingly Apr. 20, 1960, will be the deadline for 
any congregation in voting membership in 
Synod to register its vote of dissent with 
the Secretary of Synod at 1145 S. Barr St., 
Fort Wayne, Ind. Unless more than one 
third of the congregations in voting member- 
ship in Synod file a dissent, the adopted 
amendment to the Constitution will become 
effective on Apr. 20, 1960. 

As a matter of general information it may 
be of interest to the constituency of Synod 
to know that the new paragraphs (Section 
3.35) that were added to the Bylaws of the 
Constitution read as follows: 


a. The District President, Vice-Presidents, 
Circuit Counselors, and the elective mem- 
bers of the Board of Directors shall be 
elected in the year following the regular 
sessions of the Synod. 


b. All other officers and boards may be 
elected in the second year following the 
regular sessions of the Synod for the time 
of service fixed by the Bylaws of the Con- 
stitution of the Synod. 


The vote of the congregations involves 
only the adopted change in Synod’s Consti- 


: 
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tution, not the adopted change in the By- } 


laws of the Constitution. 
W. C. Birxner, Secretary 


Available 


White altar, lectern, and pulpit; also nine 
Gothic-style art-glass windows and two rec- 
tangular art-glass windows with symbols of 
the church year. 
Church, Carl A. Hiepler, 622 Fifth St., Madi- 
son, Minn. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Abbott, Norman V., 937 S. Main St., Mary- 
ville, Mo. 

Beinke, Paul W., em., 1640 Woodmere Ave., 
Detroit 9, Mich. 

Bliss, Elmer G., em., 316 E. 260th St., 
Euclid 32, Ohio ; 

Broeske, Donald E., 31 Reno Rd., Ely, Nev. 

Bruss, Hans F., Box 234, Altamont, IIl. 

Dishop, James, 1222 11th Ct., N., Naples, Fla. 

Elmshauser, Milton H., 1821 Grand, Monte 
Vista, Colo. 

Emily, Donald F., 2104 South St., 
Harbor, Rochester, Minn. 

Ernst, Alfred H. Office: 724 S. 12th, Lincoln 
8, Nebr. Res.: 3305 S. 16th, Lincoln a 
Nebr. 

Falkenroth, Fred W., em., Buck Creek, Ind. 


Rose 


Write St. John’s Lutheran © 


Gallman, Lawrence, 808 Third St., S. W.,) 


Faribault, Minn. 
Gensler, Fred F., 
Metairie, La. 
Grunow, Wm. Otto, 700 Shady Glen, Mar- 
tinez, Calif. 
Halboth, V. Frederick, 25156 P. 
etre 49, Mich. Se er eae 
ardt, C. August, em., 2847 N. 
Milwaukee 10, Wis. as 
Hartmeister, John, em., Box 365, Golden 
Colo. ; i 
Hensick, Herman F., em., 
Dearborn 7, Mich. 
Hermann, David R., 4618 Libbey, Houston 
18, Tex. 
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22446 Garrison, | 


3110 Jodie St.,. 
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Hinz, Gustav H., Amboy, Minn. 
Hoyer, Martin O., Box 398, Center Point, 


: ioe 
senberg, Gerard E., 521 2 - 
: a Peale ° Margo Lane, Beau 
anz, Marvin P., 9624 156th St. 
Mee Co St., Edmonton, 
Jobst, Eugene W., 419 Park Ave., Winfield 
Kans. E 
Joeckel, Tobias H., 10136 Orange Ave., 


South Gate, Calif. 
Kauffeld, Eugene, 935 Charles Ave., Man- 
a ence Minn. 

avasch, Robert, 300 W. M. 

Repura, Mic. acomber Ave., 
Korinko, Stephen, St. Paul’s College, Con- 
re Mo. Fr 

rach, George -, 18501 W. Ten Mil R 
. Southfield, Mich. ee 

app, Paul W., 6919 Clarendon Rd., Apt. 

306, Bethesda 14, Md. 2 os 
Lubkeman, August H., 805 S. Madison St., 

Bloomington, Ill. 

Luker, Henry J., R. 1, Jackson, Mo. 

Moose, Walter A., R. 4, Junction City, Kans. 

port. Victor E., 2029 Jena, New Orleans 
onal: 

Poggemeier, Willis, 394 Pierce, Apt. 3, Saint 

Paul 4, Minn. 
weney: Laverne W., 211 Buena Vista, Paris, 


Preisinger, Arthur A., 105 Sunset, Elk City, 
Okla. 


Reese, Albert W., 2711 Northeast Ainsworth, 
Portland 11, Oreg. 

Reutz, Frederick W., 140 N. Moore St., Sul- 
phur Springs, Tex. 

Riedel, Robert J., 81-12 77th Ave., Glen- 
dale 27, N. Y. 

Roesener, Gustav E., 
Rd., Chester, Ill. 

Rose, Herbert C., 106 Caldwell St., Jackson- 
ville, Il. 

Rossow, Francis C., 4028 Greendale Dr., Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 

Scheibert, Harold W., Elm and Murray 
Aves., Delmar, N. Y. 

Schmidt, Arthur E., c.r.m., 1823 Griswold, 
Apt. K-22, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Schmidt, Florus C., Box 313, Ceylon, Minn. 

Schroeder, Sieg. H., 428 E. Third, Fremont, 
Nebr. 

Schueler, Kenneth R., 7414 Warren, Forest 
Park, Il 

Siess, Kenneth J., 966 Simmons, Kirkwood 
22, Mo. 

te Arthur, 55 W. Third Ave., Denver 23, 
‘olo. 

Stuenkel, Omar, 1174 Sunset Dr., Fairbanks, 
Alaska 

Theiss, George E., em., 19 Bonita St., Ar- 
cadia, Calif. 

Trahms, Vernon T., 3308 Idlewood, Box 
2045, Sioux City 4, Iowa 

Wadewitz, Prof. Werner K., Indiana Tech. 
eorces Campus, 3 East Dr., Fort Wayne, 
nd. 

Wickham, Louis W., c.r.m., 604 W. White 
Ave., Raymondville, Tex. 

Wobrock, Robert E., 808 Gilbuck Dr., Ana- 
heim, Calif. 

Wollenburg, George F., Box 297, Bridger, 
Mont. 


em., New Palestine 


Teachers: 


Deffner, Walter M., 2076 Mars Ave., Lake- 

-~ wood 7, Ohio 

Duchow, Wayne L., 5542 Northeast Killings- 
worth St., Portland 18, Oreg. 

Fehlauer, Herman O., Watertown, Minn. 

Freudenberg, Ronald, 1031 Montana, Libby, 


Mont. 

Friedrichsmeyer, Eugene O., Star Route, 
Lexington, Nebr. 

Hornbostel, Wilmer, 129 Wisconsin Ave., 


~ Woodland, Calif. 

Lunz, Robert, 1734 Williamsbridge Rd., New 
orks Glo. N. ¥- 

Muench, Herbert E., R. 1, Box 1284, Floris- 
sant, Mo. 

Obst, Paul, 621 Third St., S. W., Faribault, 
Minn. 

Osiek, Henry W., 924 Selwyn Rd., Cleveland 
12, Ohio 

Scheer, Eckhardt, 4034 Lenox Ave., Lincoln 
10, Nebr. 

Schmidt, Harold H., Alma, Mo. 

Schuetze, Howard, 612 N. Main, McAllen, 


Tex. 

Schweder, Marc, 609 S. Walnut, Nor- 
borne, Mo. 

Seefeldt, Christian L., 2403 Geneva St., 
Racine, Wis. 

Spitzer. Wayne G., 1014 Beech St., Val- 
paraiso, Ind. 

_ Stedman, Carlton, 3748 Mayfield Rd., Cleve- 
land 18, Ohio 

Steinbach, Alan, 1417 Van Buren, San 


Diego 3, Calif. < 
Sylwester, Harold J., 519 W. Ninth, Junc- 
tion City, Kans. 4 
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Letters 


Letters to this department must be 
Signed. Names will be withheld upon 
Tequest. The opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Editors, who 
may reject, print in full, or omit matter 
not pertinent, 


Five Words 


Now that we are fairly distant from the 
“Passion Season” perhaps a word about 
that expression will not be offensive. It 
seems to me that we ought not to call our 
Lord’s great work by the name of “Pas- 
sion.” In the German that word has a 
meaning quite different from what the 
same letters spell in English. Hollywood 
love is “passion”; somebody gets mad, and 
that’s “passion”; embraces are “passion- 
ate.” In 1960 might it not be good to 
speak of our Lord’s suffering? 

A similar Germanism overdue for the 
wastebasket is old Adam, even if you have 
no elder in the congregation called Adam. 
People of German and Dutch background 
understand it, but what does it mean to 
the less-instructed church member and the 
visitor? Even “old man” is a queerism. 
(I once heard a preacher say over KFUO, 
“You should drown your old man!’’) 

Some good Lutherans take pains to say 
that they are not Fundamentalists, mean- 
ing they are not crude and ignorant as 
some believers have been. To say, “I’m 
no Fundamentalist,” may be telling people, 
“I don’t believe in the atonement!” 
A word means what it means to those 
who hear it. 

Some Fundamentalists have no doubt 
been ignorant, have done some crude 
things, but so have other Christians, even 
Lutherans, even some members of the 
Missouri Synod. Shall we repudiate all 
those names? The early Fundamentalists 
fought Liberalism when we were still 
ignoring the outside world. They are our 
brothers, they fought for us. Let’s share 
the world’s reproach with them. At least 
let’s not say, without further explanation, 
“I’m not a Fundamentalist,” lest we be 
understood as saying, “I don’t believe in 
Christ.” 

Then there’s that good word Protestant, 
born with the Augsburg Confession. If 
anyone is a Protestant, it is the Lutheran. 
To say we are not Protestant invites con- 
fusion, not understanding. Some people 
even want to have the threefold division 
made into a fourfold one —of Catholic, 
Protestant, Lutheran, and Jew. The Bap- 
tists are for that too, except they want 
Baptist in place of Lutheran. Ridiculous, 
isn’t it? The Baptists, I mean. 

Finally, some cheerful Don Quixotes in 
many denominations are out to recapture 
the word catholic because it once meant 
“universal.” Oddly, often these are the 
same folks who are ashamed of the names 
Fundamentalist and Protestant because of 
some meanings these names have acquired. 
Much more than these, the word catholic 
has a solid acquired meaning. The mean- 
ing “universal” is down the creek long ago 
and can never be recaptured. Language 
doesn’t work that way. Does Wednesday 
mean Wodan’s Day? Not in 1959, though 
once it did. Does catholic mean universal? 
Not in America, 1959, not even if you 
bring ten dictionaries to prove it once did. 
“A word means what it means to the one 
who hears it.” It seems a tragic blunder 
to keep that word in the Athanasian Creed 
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Soa? C6 oe a 


Mrs. Ethel Ralls and grandchildren with 
used postage stamps received from 
members of St. Paul’s Church, Kansas 
City, Mo., the second such shipment she 
has cut and sorted for Stamps for Mis- 
sions in the last two years. 


in our hymnals. Why leave one word un- 
translated? When one says, “I’m catholic,” 
no matter what he means, the world will 
understand him to be saying he is one of 
the pope’s loyal subjects. If you doubt 
that catholic means Roman, ask the first 
20 people you meet on the street. 

An Episcopalian “father” buried the hus- 
band of one of our members a few years 
back. He thanked God that the man lived 
and died in the “catholic” faith. If you 
think the widow was happy about that, 
guess again. Language is not made that 
way. Confusion is. The only safe thing 
is to use words in their living meanings, 
especially when the stakes are so high. 

You may know some people who, by 
folks calling us “Catholic,” have come to 
think that our faith is nearer to the Roman 
Church than, for instance, to the believing 
Baptist. I do know such people. It seems 
to me we have a great deal at stake to 
avoid talking that way. 


Wheaton, Ill. MakrTIN P. SIMON 


“Should Open Our Eyes!” 


The article “Segregation in Church Un- 
thinkable” (Aug. 25, 1959, WITNEss, 
p. 21) says the Lutheran Church cannot 
expect too many Negro followers “until 
it has demonstrated a sincere interest in 
helping the Negro acquire his social and 
political rights.” This may be true, but 
I cannot understand why we (the Lutheran 
Church) are so slow in recognizing their 
need and building colleges for them so 
they, too, have pastors to serve them in 
our land, even though segregation exists. 

God tells us, “Go ye and teach ali na- 
tions.” This includes all people, does it 
not? How can we ignore Negroes and 
their great need when they, too, have 
blood-bought souls? I know we have a 
few churches for these folks and that 
we've sent missionaries to other lands, but 
they are few compared with the ones we 
have. 

The statement that “we, as a nation, are 
more unpopular than any time in history” 
should open our eyes! By analyzing crit- 
icism we often learn of faults we did not 
see before. May God help us take prompt 
action. 

Mrs. W. E. HANNUSCH 

New Gulf, Tex. 
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“Katharine, you will 
have to bear many 
things as long as you’re 
married to me.... 
That’s part of your lot 
as Dr. Martin Luther’s 
wife.” 


By E. Jane Mall 


As Luther had foreseen, Katharine’s life as Mrs. Luther was not 
an easy one. Illness and poverty plagued their household, and death 
paid more than one visit. The Reformer’s absences from home 
because of his work for the Lord were long and frequent. 

But there were joys in their marriage, too — their children, 
a deepening love between Luther and his “Kitty,” and above all, 
a sustaining faith in God expressed in the oft-repeated words, “God 
will take care of us. He is everywhere with us.” 

Kitty, My Rib is a warmhearted novel about Katharine, a former 
convent nun who married one of history’s great men. Hers is a story 
of courage and devotion, a portrayal of a remarkable woman. 


173 pages. Cloth. $3.00. Order No. 42W1008 


Order through your church office, church book display, or directly 
on the coupon below. 


E. JANE MALL | 


Please send me this novel on the life of Katharine Luther; 
No. 42W1008, KITTY, MY RIB, by Mall, @ $3.00 
I enclose $ C Bill me 


(To cover partial cost of shipping and postage on all CASH ORDERS please 
add 5¢ for each dollar of your total purchase. Actual transportation costs will 
be billed on all CHARGE ORDERS.) 
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PUBLISEIIN G FLOUSE 
3558 SOUTH JEFFERSON AVE. ST. LOUIS 18, MISSOURI 


